ANNE ARUNDEL
BIRD CLUB

AUGUST 2008
Take Note:

FALL PICNIC

e MOS RLLCOUNT(P 3)
September 6, Saturday, 4 pm «  BIG SITH3)
Annual Fall Potluck Picnic Directions to the 2o0lMETOREGNY :
at the home of Larry and Diane Zoller From Benfield Road turn north on MEMBERSHI 9)
15 St. Andrews Crossover St. Andrews Crossover, just west of
Severna Park, MD 21146 Jumpers Hole Road. ® CHECIOUTTHEWEBSITE
410-987-9354 WWW .AABIRDCLUBRG

Larry will provide hot dogs and hamburgers for grilling, juice, and soft drinks.

Please bring a dish to share that complements the menu, or a dessert, plus your favorit Inside this Issue:
beverage. Also bring lawn chairs and binoculars. ’

Monthly Meetings

Upcoming Field Trips
MONTHLY MEETINGS

Presi dent 06s

October 3, Friday, 8 pm Past Field Trips 4&5
Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center, 975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville

BIRDING THE BERING SEA: WESTERN ALASKA SPECIALITIES AND Killdeer Nest 5
ASIAN VAGRANTS :

By Phil Davis, Secretary, MD/DC Records Committee Irish Grove

. . . . Tower Bird Deaths
Phil Davis recently completed his twelfth tripNorthern Wheatear, and many more. A

to western Alaska and has compiled aaumber of Asian vagrants also will be Mothballs

dynamic multimedia presentation on thediscussed, such as Bean Goose, Sme

birds, birding locations, and key targetLongtoed Stint, Siberian Stonechat, and Spring Picnic 8
species of western Alaska. His presentatioisiberian Rubythroat. Phil has spent the

introduces Alaska birding locations at Attu,equivalent of over six months leading bird-

Shemya, Adak, Dutch Harbor, the Pribilofing tours in the western Alaska Aleutian

Islands, Gambell, and Nome. In addition tdslands and the Bering Sea Islands.
Bering Sea "common" seabirds (murrespublished an article iBirdingnagazine o
puffins, guillemots), his presentation includethe western Alaska Refhced Cormorant
photos and discusses such species a@ahd is working on a more detaile
Emperor Goos e, St e | manogiagh, on tBep lestory ard | statds, ¢
King Eiders, Willow and Rock Ptarmiganthat species in the Northern Bering Se&
Arctic and Yellowbilled Loon, Redaced region. He has served as Secretary of th: #
Cormorant, Pacific Golden Plover, Bristte MD/DC Records Committee for over 14 S5 =SS
thighed Curlew, Whiskered Auklet, years. King Eider
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MONTHLY MEETINGS (Continued)

November 7, Friday, 8 pm \
Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center, 975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville, MD ). N

GOSHAWKS: DRIVEN BY THEIR PREY! '
e
(SR

By David Brinker, Regional Ecologist,
Maryland Department of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Program

Admired by people for its aggressiveness, courage, flignture? David has studied Goshawks since 1977 and
prowess, and hunting ability long before the dark agewill discuss the Central Appalachian Goshawk Project and
the Northern Goshawk is an ultimate avian forestthe ecology and natural history of this incredible inhabitant.
predator in the northern hemisphere. For centuriesDavid also was the first, and to date probably the only
they have been used for falconry throughout Europ@erson, to radio track Black Skimmers. In 1987 he discov-
and Asia. David Brinker will provide answers to theered Maryland's first Brown Pelican nest and has coordi-
following questions: What makes Goshawks tick? Whgated the banding of over 13,500 Brown Pelicans. In
are they important to us? Are Goshawks still increasingddition, David established the Maryland Department of
in the Central Appalachians? Do breeding adultsatural Resources colonial nesting waterbird project.
migrate? What drives the massive Goshawk incursioi3a v i d chaired t he Maryl and
from Canada and might we experience one in the neaResearch Committee for 10 years.

December 5, Friday, 8pm
Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center

IN SEARCH OF GLORIOUS NORTH AMERICAN WATERBIRDS
By Middleton Evans, Marylabdsed photographer and author &hapsody in Blue: A Celebration of North

American Waterbirds

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS

FIELD TRIP MEETING PLACES
We use three meeting places, depending on the
4 destination.
B R For trips going north , we meet at the Severna Park

N Park & Ride located on the corner of Jones Station Roa
and Ritchie Hwy.(SP)
For trips going east , we meet at the Bay 50 Shopping
Center located off Rte. 50 on Whitehall Roa@B-50)
For trips going west or south , we meet at the Parole
Park & Ride located on Harry Truman Pkwy, between Riva
Road and South Haven Roa(R)

Join a field trip to
brighten your day!
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPScContinued)

August 9, Saturday, Bombay Hook NWR, August 23, Saturday, Choptank River Fishing
Delaware for migrating shorebirds, terns, and Pier, Talbot County for butterflies and birds.

gulls. Depart 7:00 am, B -50, for this altday trip. Depart 8:00 am, B -50, for this halfday trip. Lunch
Bring lunch, hat, sun screen, and bug spray (just imt a Cambridge restaurant, with an option to continue
case). This trip always produces one of the highesirding, weather permitting. Leader: Hal Wierenga
species counts for a orday trip. Leader: Dotty (410647-7439).

Mumford (410849-8336).

September 13, Saturday, Patuxent River October 17 -19, Friday -Sunday,

Park Boat Trip, P.G. County for waterfowl to Chincoteague, Kiptopeke, Eastern Shore

and rails Depart 6:00 am, P, for this haltday NWR, Fishermands I sl and, B
boat trip. Boat fee $6 A popular trip a few years Tunnel Islands for late migrants and early waterfowl.

ago where we saw Virginia and Sora Rails in our Trip includes visiting the hawk watch and bird banding

bi nocul ars at t he s ame stationmeKipwpeke. Trgp tdadeg StévgHull i d n 6 t

even need binoculardNumber of boat (410-956-3392) needs to hear from you by
passengers is limited.; therefore, call trip October 5 if you are considering this trip . Time
leader, Tom Bradford (410 -987-0674) if you is needed for motel reservations and submission of
plan to attend. individual forms required to visit the islands.

October 26, Sunday, Hawk Mountain, PA . Trip
Leader Larry Zoller (418®87-9354) will show us how
to enjoy sitting on rocks and learn how to identify
these high fliers at one
hawkwatching sitesDepart 5:00 am, SP . There

will be a stop for breakfast. Bring lunch.

ANNUAL MOS FALL BIRD COUNT for BIG SIT DAY fi_October 12, Sunday,
Anne Arundel County i September 20, Kinder Farm Park . Take part in this Nation-
Saturday . This count is only as successful as thg wide competition. How many birds can we see

number of birders that participate. Bird all day, fq and hear within a 1-foot circle? The AABC

1”4

-

just a few hours, or just feeder watch at your houge |record is 50 species. Bring a lawn chair, binocuy-
to help collect data on how birds are doing in our lars, a scope, and snack. Come for an hour or [LO
region. hours. Arrive before dawn for owls, or later in

the day to find that last bird.
If you are able to count, contact the compiler, Dayid
Gillum by phone (41266-8775) or email Contact Tom Bradford by phone (41987-0674)
(dagmapper@comcast.net) so that he can ensur¢ |or email (tabslab@aol.com) if you plan to partiqy-
people are not counting in the same areas. pate and what time you plan to arrive.
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Presi dent 0 shyprhte tserkat g €

Wedre now well i nt o the depgakaisa they souhd bettemthesm rever. withank yob,i r
are hard to find and birders often get involved in otherGerald. Your network of contacts is great, and your
pursuits. Bird clubs, including ours, use this period to plainsights into good speakers is on the mark.
the next yeard6s activities, and for two of our memb
particular, this is a demanding period involving lots of tim@®ne area where | think Club activities could be
and effort. Our Field Trip Chair, Tom Bradford, has use@&nhanced is in the area of Conservation/Community
his experience and that of others in the Club to set up @utreach. According to Club blaws, we are supposed
series of Club field trips based on past success and ndw have a standing Conservation Committee, but as far
opportunities. This job involves many phone calls anals | know, no such committee has been active in recent
persuading potential field trip leaders to commit weekengears. | know that various Club members have been
time many months in advance. The resulting schedule loélping out with birdrelated projects in local parks, but
trips is a core activity of our Club and, once again, Toma n integrated approach co
has created a varied group of trips with something fopresence in the community as well as help stimulate local
everyondi novice birders and veterans alike. His unsunipterest in birds. The Club would be a natural partner in
efforts should be appreciated by all. the Scenic Rivers Land Trus
lent bird habitat in the South River watershed, and there
The other core activity of the Club is our monthly Fridayare potentially other land preservation opportunities
evening meetings, and our increasing attendance overthehat coul d be enhanced wit|
last few years has been great for the Club. The obviouspportunities could be pursued through a Conservation/
explanation for this is the quality of the speakers, and thiSommunity Outreach Committee. If you are interested,
i s directly attributable pleaseramai |Wimee g(rhaedndksa r w @ @k
Program Chai r . Looki ng we oangersomethihgigsing. ¢ omi ng year o

PAST FIELD TRIPS

Cherry Hill/Middle Branch Park, Baltimore . Dave Walbeck led this hatfay trip on Sundaypril 27, 2008

for eight birders, who rounded up 43 species. This was the first trip to this site, located in Baltimore near the Harbor
Hospital. A wide variety of habitats were covered. Yellow Warblers were with us all morning singing and showing off.
We spent considerable time studying and sorting out Swamp Sparrows. The bird of the day was tmedRed)
Pheasant. Dave had practically promised that we would see these birds, and he managed to flush them out near ti
end of the morning (I think he knew where they were all the time). (submitted by Tom Bradford)

May Count Results. May Count was held oMay 10, 2008 and was plagued by a very rainy morniniche
afternoon was better by being partly cloudy, but the birds don't sing as well in the afternéém.had 29 people
participate in 19 parties.They spent a total of 82 hours in the fiefd 60 on foot, 12 by car, 8 by boat and 2 at a
feeder. All in all 135 species of birds were foun#ligh counts include 234 Ospreys, 237 Barn Swallows, 350 American
Robins, 118 Grey Catbirds, and 358 Northern CardinalBwenty-one species of warblers were locatedlhe only
surprise species was a Rbceasted Nuthatch found at Meyer Stationyone interested in having a copy of the full
report may contact Dotty Mumford (41849-8336).
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PAST FIELD TRIPScontinued)

Ohio Weekend to Magee Marsh and other sites, Ohio . Tom and Sharon Bradford led this trip
May 15-18, 2008 to look for spring warblers. Joined by Susan Zevin, Dotty Mumford, and George Thomas, we
totaled 130 species, including just about -cleekedrThrush,y p e

and about a dozen Black Terns who put on quite a show for us one afternoon. The primary target was the warbler:
that hang out at Magee Marsh before they make the trip over the lake to Point Pelee. The boardwalk at Magee Marsh
hard to describe. I think George captured it when
close, so no warbler neck. We saw Tennessee, Orasrge/ned, Bluewinged, Nashville, Yellow, Chestraitled, Mag-

nolia, Cape May, Blatkroated Blue, Yellowumped, Blackhroated Green, Blackburnian, Pine, Palm -lBagpsted,
Blackpoll, Cerulean, Blagindw h i t e, Prothonotary, Mourning, Hooded,
Redstart, Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, and Common Yellowthroat (28 warblers). There was a Connecticut
around both days, but we somehow managed to miss it!

On a recent trip to Pickering Creek, Danalee and Pierre Henkart
observed and photographed a female Killdeer protecting her
two-egg nest at the gravel entran
The distraught mother flew a short distance to distract us with

the classic broken wing display (below). This behavior must have
happened many times as visitors came and went. The nest was
surrounded with orange traffic cones.

=

Do you have any interesting photos/storles
to share? Send to Danalee at:
dhenkart@earthlink.net

Irish Grove Sanctuary
by Laddie Flyger

Recently, | had an opportunity to visit the MOS Sanctuary at Irish Grove. Many years have passed since |l was I
there, back in the days of Gladys Cole, and the Captain and Mrs. Jem Woods, when nothing seemed to wWork ver
well. It was a distinct pleasure to see all the repairs and sprucing up. Thanks to the leadership of Dotty Mumford
with a great deal of assistance from Sue Ricciardi, Paul Bystrak, and others, the kitchen has been moderniged witt
working stove and refrigerator, the bathroom has been upgraded and is in service, and the dining room sporfs a nic
coat of cheerful paint, rather than torn wallpaper. In addition, the museum room and library have been bgautifully
organized with our collection of mounted birds and a watticked library of Field Guides from Peterson to Sibleyjand

other books for leisure reading. The yard was trimmed and mowed, the flowering cherry and pink crabappje trees
were in full bloom, and the weather was great!

| was there on a scheduled work weekend, but where was everybody?? Our Club used to make a big poinfof goin
down to give a helping hand. Irish Grove is a delightful treasure and deserves to be used frequently. Therg is gre:
birding on the marshes along Rumbly Point Road, as well as on the property. It was a gréat R&R
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