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MONTHLY MEETINGS  

Friday, February 6, 2009, 8 pm    
Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center, 975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville, MD 

Ducks Unlimited: How DU Works for the Conservation of Waterfowl         

Nationally and in Maryland  

By Steve Linhard, Former DU  Chairman, Annapolis Chapter and Greater A.A. County Area 

Steve Linhard, an avid sportsman, conserva-
tionist, and active volunteer with Ducks 
Unlimited (DU), will describe DUõs national 

and Chesapeake Bay campaign to conserve, 
restore, and manage wetlands and associated 
habitats for North America's waterfowl. DU 

was started in 1937 by sportsmen concerned 
with the loss of wetlands as waterfowl   
populations had plunged to unprecedented 

lows. DU is now backed by more than one 
million supporters with conservation projects 
throughout the U.S., Canada, Mexico, and in 

Latin America and the Caribbean.  DU has 
conserved more than 11.6 million acres of 
waterfowl habitat in North America.  Steve 

will detail how DU works closely with biolo-
gists and ecologists to evaluate habitat needs; 
monitor how birds respond to various     

environmental changes; restore, protect, and 
purchase wetlands; and educate  landowners  
to foster bird conservation.  Steve will focus 

on DUõs efforts through the Chesapeake Bay  

Ecosystem Initiative to fulfill the annual life cycle 

needs of waterfowl by restoring, enhancing,    
protecting and managing wetland and associated 
uplands while improving the water quality of the 

Chesapeake Bay watershed.  DU has conserved 
more than 53,000 acres of habitat in the       
Chesapeake Bay ecosystem already, positively 

affecting waterfowl, other birds and other wildlife, 
and improving the quality of life for people.  Since 
the Bay region lost half of the wetlands and half of 

its riparian base, steep declines in water quality 
and bay grasses occurred with a 70ð80 percent 
decline in waterfowl production.  

Steve Linhard lives in Annapolis and serves as 
Treasurer for the Maryland Legislative Sports-

menõs Foundation and the Maryland League of 
Conservation Voters.  He also served on the  
Severn River Commission, Annapolis Environ-

mental Commission and was on the Board of the 
Chesapeake Wildlife Heritage.  He previously 
worked for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  

Thursday, March 12, 2009, 8 pm,  

Richard E. Heise, Jr. Annual Wildlife Lecture   

Quiet Waters Park, Blue Heron Room, Hillsmere, Annapolis  

A Hummingbird Obsession: A Lifelong Quest for  

Hummingbirds By Nancy L. Newfield   

Nancy Newfield, co-author of Hummingbird Gardens,       

presents a fascinating photographic story detailing her more 
than 30 years of study and adventure in pursuit of the 
worldõs smallest birds.   Nancy began studying hummingbirds 

in 1975 and pioneered the practice of landscaping to      
provide natural food sources for them and thus learned the 
best ways to attract them to any garden. Her major study 

has concerned the discovery and documentation of       
hummingbird populations that spend the non-breeding   
season in southern Louisiana rather than the traditional 

tropical  region.   She handles 400-500 hummers of  8-9 
species each winter as part  of  the  study, which  began as a  

 

five-year project in 1979 and is now in its 29th year.  At the time of 
the initiation of the project, only 11 other people were federally 
permitted to band hummingbirds.  Now, nearly 30 years later, 

Newfield is the most senior hummer bander in the United States 
and Canada.  Including breeding season and demonstration band-
ing, Newfield has banded more than 18,000 hummingbirds of 15 

species in Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Arizona.  She has    
authored four books as well as more than 250 papers and articles.  
Newfield delivers 30 or more lectures annually and, until her    

recent retirement, she organized birding tours to Central and 
South America through her HummerQwest.   
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Friday, April 3, 2009, 8 pm  

Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center, 975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville, MD 

The Birds of the Everglades and South Florida  

By Paul Bithorn, Field Trip Leader of the Tropical Audubon Society (TAS), Florida  

There are very few birding destinations in the world that have 

the allure of the Florida Everglades.  The òRiver of Grassó is 
home to several endangered species of birds, including the 
Wood Stork, Everglade Snail Kite, and the òCape Sableó Sea-

side Sparrow.  Paul Bithorn, a Miami native, an endangered 
species in his own right, will share his vast knowledge of the 
Everglades fauna and flora as well as other south Florida bird-

ing hotspots.  Paul served for many years as a board member 
of TAS and has led field trips for over 20 years for many    
environmental and civic groups. He also served as mayor of 

his hometown, the Village of Virginia Gardens, for nine years 
and encouraged his residents to xeriscape by planting native 
species of plants and shrubs.  He has contributed to several 
bird-finding guides, including the ABAõs A Birderõs Guide to    

Florida (Fourth Edition), A Birderõs Guide to the Bahama Islands, the 

Falcon Guide: Birding in Florida. and Parrots of South Florida. His 
documentation of parrot species in Miami was featured in the 
June/July 2008 issue of the National Wildlife Federation magazine. 

His presentation as a Florida master birder will include photos of 
the birds of the Everglades, south Florida specialties such as    
Roseate Spoonbills, Wood Storks, and Great White Herons, 

many pelagic species, exotic species and the mythical Ghost    
Orchid.  Paul saw his first Black-capped Petrel on a recent pelagic 
trip.  Some of the interesting rarities seen in south Florida include 

Masked Duck, White-tailed and Red-billed Tropicbirds, Red-
footed Booby, Cuban Pewee, La Sagra's Flycatcher, Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher, Western Spindalis, Bananaquit, and Yellow-faced 
Grassquit.   

Friday, May 1, 2009, 8 pm, Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center  

Five Reasons Why Even Real Birders Enjoy Backyard Birds:  Attracting, Feeding, and Caring for Wild Birds  

By Bill Herald, Owner, Wild Bird Center, West Annapolis   

A widely accepted tenet of those engaged in birding as a main 

hobby is that real birdwatchers don't own birdfeeders.  Itõs 
kind of like that old saw about how real men don't eat 
quiche.  Like most such factoids and elements of folk wisdom, 

it is most often incorrect.  Many serious birders own feeders, 
birdbaths, and maybe a bird house or two.  Indifference to 
backyard birding may stem from the common nature of most 

backyard birds.  Or, perhaps such birders feel that they might 
not be seen as serious birders if they feed the finches, 
too.  For whatever reason, backyard birds are definitely the 

minor leagues of our hobby.  The presentation by Bill Herald 
describes why most birders actually enjoy backyard birds, 
too.  In a light-hearted look at this aspect of our interest, Bill 
will explore five reasons for enjoying backyard birds that you 

may not have considered.  He also will look at a variety of bird 

houses, feeders, and other gear designed to attract birds and 
bring the joy of birding to our homes.  Learn how best to attract 
hummingbirds, orioles, woodpeckers, and goldfinches, how to 

keep squirrels from your feeders, and how to prevent disease in 
birds at feeders.  Bill and Gail Herald own and operate the Wild 
Bird Center in West Annapolis.  They are members of the Anne 

Arundel County Bird Club and enjoy occasional bird walks, but 
they find that operating a retail store seven days per week cuts 
into their time with nature.  Bill is a former corporate executive 

and management consultant.  Gail is a commercial real estate  
attorney.  Both hold graduate degrees from the University of 
North Carolina and undergraduate degrees from Duke Univer-
sity. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you to our 2009 Monthly Meeting refreshment volunteers :  
 

February 6 ñ Larry Zoller (410-987-9354)   

 

March 12 ñ Juanita and Pat Tate (410-266-6043), Bobbi Reichwein (410-798-5940) and others 

                    Heise Annual Wildlife Lecture at Quiet Waters Park 

 

April 3 ñ Lisa and Warren Strobel (410-849-2880) and Kathie Lambert (410-867-4056) 

 

May 1 ñ Dick and Tom Adams (410-544-4146)   
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  UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

FIELD TRIP MEETING PLACES  

We use three meeting places, depending on the  

destination. 

For trips going north , we meet at the Severna Park  

Park & Ride located on the corner of Jones Station Road 

and Ritchie Hwy.  (SP)   

For trips going east , we meet at the Bay 50 Shopping 

Center located off Rte. 50 on Whitehall Road.  (B-50) 

For trips going west or south , we meet at the Parole 

Park & Ride located on Harry Truman Pkwy, between Riva 

Road and South Haven Road.  (P) 

Join a field trip to 

brighten your day! 

February 8   Annual MOS Mid -Winter Bird Count  

Sunday, All day  This count is only as successful as the number of birders that participate.  Bird all day, for 

   just a few hours, or just feeder watch at your house to help collect data on how birds are 

   doing in our region.  If you are able to count, contact the compiler, David Gillum, by phone 

   (410-266-8775) or email (dagmapper@comcast.net) so that he can ensure people are not 

   counting in the same areas. 

 

February 14 -16 òTraditionaló Annual Winter Birding Weekend 

Sat. ð Mon.  Chincoteague, Ocean City, and other Eastern Shore locations depending on the birds.  For 

7 AM (B-50)  details and to sign up, contact the Trip Leader, Peter Hanan (410-672-5672).   

   Reservation required by Tuesday , February 10 .     

 

February 21   Edgewater, AA County  

Saturday, Half-day Edgewater area to look for waterfowl and other beach birds.      

7 AM (P)  Trip Leader:  Fred Fallon (301-249-1518) 

 

March 8   Wootenõs Landing, AA County 

Sunday, 2/3 day  Retire early on Saturday evening for a very early start to see Woodcocks, 

4:30 AM (P)  followed by breakfast.  Trip Leader:  Kathie Lambert (410-867-4056) 

 

March 14   Pickering Creek Audubon Center, Talbot County  

Saturday, Half-day Waterfowl and late winter migrants.   

7 AM (B-50)  Trip Leader:  Tom Bradford (410-987-0674) 

    

April 18   Little Patuxent Oxbow Lake Preserve, Laurel  

Saturday, Half-day Early spring migrants.  Leader:  Marcy Stutzman 

Full-day option  Contact:  Tom Bradford (410-987-0674)  

7:30 AM (P) 

 

April 25   Pocomoke River Canoe Trip  

Saturday, All day Early spring migrants; Prothonotary Warbler guaranteed.  For details on what to bring and   

7 AM (B-50)  to sign up, contact the Trip Leader, Larry Zoller (410-987-9354).  Reservation required.  
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One of the important functions of a bird club in the 

community is to help protect good habitat and make it accessi-
ble.  A great example of this has been the role of Janet Mackey 
and Marilyn Taylor in working with the Anne Arundel Parks 

Department to develop part of the old Naval Academy Dairy 
Farm into a county park (see page 8).  Both Marilyn and Janet  
also have been active in efforts to preserve diminishing forested 

habitat in the South River watershed, a project at an earlier 
stage.  Given the large projected increase in development in 
Anne Arundel County, these efforts are vital to future local 

birding, and Marilyn and Janet deserve big-time credit for their 

Presidentõs Message by Pierre Henkart  

Who are these bundled up birders? 

(L-R) Barbara Ricciardi, new member Loretta Duke 

(first field trip), Bobbi Reichwein, and Sharon and 
Tom Bradford 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

contributions.  Even if limited funding means these projects will 

take years to be completed, planning needs to proceed well in 
advance, and we should all be thinking about other possibilities 
for habitat protection. 

  Speaking of the bird club and the future, now is the 
time we need to think about new club officers.  Many of our 
active club members have served as officers in the past, and we 

need fresh ideas to keep the club going in these rapidly    
changing times.  In particular, we need new candidates for 
President, Program Chair, and Treasurer for next year.  Please 

email me with your ideas and suggestions.    

On Saturday, November 22, 2008 , a group of 12 intrepid birders met at    

Bay 50 to visit Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge .  Ready to brave the 
cold and wind, we set out, stopping first at Kent Narrows where we spotted a 
Common Loon, a Common Goldeneye and Surf Scoters.  After a brief stop in 

Cambridge to look for waterfowl, we headed toward Egypt Road and were  
fortunate to spot Horned Larks and Eastern Meadowlarks.  The roads at   
Blackwater NWR have been under repair, but luckily for us, we were able to 

travel on most of them, stopping along the impoundment ponds to look for 
more waterfowl, where we saw a Semi-palmated Plover, Tundra Swans and a 
Cackling Goose.  By mid-afternoon we were all a bit cold and hungry, so Larry 

Zoller suggested going to Old Saltyõs on Hooper Island for oysters.  He received 
no argument.  Along the way we saw Pied-billed Grebes and a Peregrine Falcon, 
so the trip was birdy as well as filling.  Other highlights included Brown-headed 
Nuthatch, Fox Sparrow, Merlin, Kestrel, Gadwall, and Green-winged Teal.  The 

ride home was the final birderõs delight when we stopped at Hollyõs and some of 
us enjoyed the òBest Fried Chicken in the Worldóña fitting end to an excellent 
day.  (Submitted by Bobbi Reichwein) 

PAST FIELD TRIPS  

October 17 -19, 2008, Stephen Hult led nine people on a trip 

to Chincoteague, Kiptopeke, the Eastern Shore        
National Wildlife Refuge, Fishermanõs Island, and the 
Bay Bridge and Tunnel islands .  Participants saw 100    

species, a respectable total for October when the bulk of the 
passerine migration is over and before most of the waterfowl 
arrive. These included 13 species of raptors, 13 species of 

shorebirds, White Pelicans, Pine Siskins, and a very late Eastern  

Kingbird.  We had good luck on the Bay Bridge islands where 

we saw species such as Woodcock and a Nashville Warbler at 
very close range trying to hide in the few sprigs of vegetation 
they could find.  For many, the highlight of the trip was visiting 

the banding stations at Kiptopeke State Park.  Although the 
most common species at this time of year was Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, we also saw the plumage details of many other     

species at close range.  (Submitted by Stephen Hult)  

On October 26, 2008 , 10 Club members met before dawn to 

travel to Hawk Mountain  with high hopes of seeing a large 
migration of hawks.  Carpooling to save on expenses and slow 
down global warming, we traveled to Shartlesville, PA for a 

great country breakfast and lots of conversation about hawk 
migration.  Arriving at Hawk Mountain, the group visited the 
composting restrooms and practiced their identification skills in 

the Visitor Center great room.  When we were confident with 
our refresher course on accipiters, buteos, falcons, vultures and 
eagles, we headed down the mountain trail to the cliffs to see 

the dayõs migrating hawks.  It was a beautiful fall day with     

terrific weather to sit and wait for the hawks to pass by BUT,  

we didnõt have any wind.  Wind is critical to òstack upó the 
hawks close to the ridge.  We did see hawks, but many were 
very high or spaced out away from the ridge.  We did see 

Broadwing, Sharp-shinned, Cooperõs, and Red-tailed hawks, 
Kestrel and Merlins (falcons) and a number of Turkey Vultures.  
The best passerines were a large flock of Pine Siskins.  Later, 

we sat through a very interesting presentation which included a 
Red-tailed Hawk and a Great Horned Owl.  Hawk watching is 
always hit or miss, but the adventure of trying to see hawks 

with birding friends makes the trip worthwhile.   
(Submitted by Larry Zoller) 
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PAST FIELD TRIPS (Continued)   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On December 7, 2008  six intrepid souls attended the trip 

to Sandy Point State Park  and vicinity and lasted four 
hours in the brutal weather.  It was coldñ25-33º with NW 

winds 10-45 mph and some snow showers.  Of the 42 species  

located, the best birds were the three Purple Sandpipers on the tip 
of one of the Park jetties.  (Submitted by Hal Wierenga)   

55th ANNAPOLIS AND GIBSON ISLAND CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT HIGHLIGHTS by Hal Wierenga 

     The 55th Christmas Count was held on January 4, 2009.  

The weather forecast for Count day was scattered rain in the   
afternoon, but, thankfully, the rain mostly held off until after 
dark.  The decent weather (mostly sunny in the morning and 

light winds) and our third highest number of field observers 
ever led to the highest species count since 2003ñ106     
species counted by 73 field observers, which is 10 more  

observers than our average for the previous 10 years. 
     The count of nearly 46,500 individuals is slightly higher 
than the previous 10-year average of 43,300.  Our field    

observers logged an average 253 total party-hours, but set an 
all-time high of 920 party-miles, which accounted for an   
incredible 800 miles by car!   
     One new species was added for the Count, a remarkable 

Eastern Kingbird, which brings the cumulative list to 198  
species.  Other unusual birds included Cackling Goose,   
Merlin, Purple Sandpiper (only 3rd time for the Count), Lesser 

Black-backed Gull, Yellow Warbler (only 2nd time for the 
Count), Painted Bunting (only 2nd time for the Count), and 
Red Crossbill.  New (or tied) high species counts were set 

for seven additional species:  Double-crested Cormorant 
(more than doubled the high count set in 2006), Great Blue 

Heron (sign of a mild winter, perhaps), Black Vulture, Bald Eagle 

(their recovery continues), Cooperõs Hawk (thanks to bird     
feeders), Gray Catbird, and Brown Thrasher.  Second-highest 
counts were set for Ring-necked Duck and Barred Owl.  

     Thanks to all who made this event a success:  all the counters 
(you know who you are!); those who organized the counters in 
each territory; Pat and Juanita Tate for coordinating the tally  

dinner; Larry Zoller for lining up our tally location; and everyone 
who provided the delicious food.  And I sincerely thank my       
co-compilers, Lynn Davidson and Sue Ricciardi, for their immense 

help organizing the count and compiling the results, which can be 
found online at:  www.audubon.org/birds/cb.                                                                                                                                      
     The date for next yearõs Count has not yet been set, but will 
likely be on Sunday, January 3, 2010.  Whether or not you were 

able to join the Count this year, please keep it in mind for next 
year.  Weõre always looking for additional observers, so donõt 
forget to mark your calendars! 

   
  Good birding in the new year, 
   Hal Wierenga 

 
(See next page for Summary) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     I recently spent three weeks visiting friends, camping, and 

birding in New Mexico. 
     The òbest birdó and òmost unexpected birdó were the 
sameña Long-tailed Jaeger near Fort Sumner.  Other good 

views included a very active Lewisõs Woodpecker at the      
Philmont Ranch near Cimarron, a flock of 100 Sandhill 
Cranes at dusk in a campground along the southern Rio 

Grande, andñon a tip from a local birder about a forest  
service road in the Mimbres Mountainsñfive Black-chinned 
and several Rufous-crowned Sparrows, along with a flock of 

Mexican Jays. 

     While camping in the Wild Rivers Gorge north of Taos I 

climbed in the 750õ Rio Grande Canyon and at dusk listened to a 
flock of Pinyon Jays and dozens of not-so-aptly named Town-
sendõs Solitaires.  That would have been satisfying enough, but 

they were followed by a Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep, which 
emerged from the very trail I climbed a few hours before and 
quietly walked within yards of the picnic table. 

     There was one other non-avian, totally unexpected sighting.  
After checking out some Redheads, cranes, a Prairie Falcon and a 
coyote, as I packed up my scope at the foot of the Sangre de 

Cristo Mountains a voice called out òLeo Weigant!  Whatever  
are you doing here?!ó  It was Emily Joyce, who had stopped at the 
Las Vegas NWR on her way from Santa Fe to Taos. 

REMINDER 

MOS Mid -Winter Bird Count  

Sunday, February 8, 2009  

Please consider counting an area within the county 

or feeder watching in your backyard.  To participate   

contact David Gillum at 410-266-8775.                                                                

                          In Memoriam   
Mary òBillieó Ruch, 98, a bird lover and past AABC member 
passed away September 2, 2008.  In addition to the AABC, she 

had a wide variety of interests, including leading bird walks on 
the C&O Canal for the Audubon Society.  Memorial contribu-

tions may be made to the SPCA of Anne Arundel County, 1815 
Bay Ridge Ave, Annapolis MD 21403; or to the National   

Audubon Society, 225 Varick St, 7th Floor, New York, NY 
10014.  

BIRDING IN NEW MEXICO by Leo Weigant 
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                                                                                 2008 SUMMARY 
55th Annapolis and Gibson Island Christmas Bird Count  

 
Date    January 4, 2009          Total Species     106               Total Individuals        46,496          

 
Number of Participants     73     plus     3     at feeders           Number of Parties (min-max)       40 - 42     

 
Party-hours:  foot    160      car     93     boat    0       Total    253       owling   13      feeder watching   29   

Party-miles:   foot    120      car    800    boat    0       Total    920       owling   28    

  7450     Canada Goose 

     2        Cackling Goose  

    30       Mute Swan  

   498      Tundra Swan        

     1        Wood Duck 

               Gadwall            

     8        American Wigeon     

    65       American Black Duck  

  1341     Mallard              

  3844     Canvasback 

     1        Redhead        

    39       Ring-necked Duck  

  3305     Greater Scaup       

   161      Lesser Scaup         

  1389         scaup sp.   

   126      Surf Scoter       

   101      Long-tailed Duck 

  1611     Bufflehead           

   156      Common Goldeneye 

   133      Hooded Merganser 

     22      Common Merganser 

     47      Red-breasted Merganser 

  2746     Ruddy Duck 

               Northern Bobwhite 

     11      Red-throated Loon 

     19      Common Loon 

     13      Pied-billed Grebe 

      2       Horned Grebe 

   1396    Double-crestd Cormorant 

     10      Great Cormorant 

     19           cormorant sp. 

    124     Great Blue Heron 

    220     Black Vulture         

    173     Turkey Vulture 

     35      Bald Eagle                

      1       Northern Harrier  

     13      Sharp-shinned Hawk 

     15      Cooper's Hawk      

     33      Red-shouldered Hawk 

     40      Red-tailed Hawk  

      1       American Kestrel  

      1       Merlin  

      2       Peregrine Falcon   

                                                                 

      1        Virginia Rail   

    16       American Coot  

     8        Killdeer 

     1        Purple Sandpiper  

     3        American Woodcock 

               Laughing Gull 

    26       Bonaparte's Gull  

  1289     Ring-billed Gull  

   323      Herring Gull  

     1        Lesser Black -bckd Gull  

   266      Great Black-backed Gull 

     9            gull sp. 

   250      Rock Pigeon   

   476      Mourning Dove    

    13       Eastern Screech-Owl 

    13       Great Horned Owl 

     6        Barred Owl         

    47       Belted Kingfisher   

   207      Red-bellied Woodpecker 

    45       Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

   177      Downy Woodpecker 

    27       Hairy Woodpecker 

    87       Northern Flicker 

    33       Pileated Woodpecker 

               Eastern Phoebe 

     1        EASTERN KINGBIRD  

   665      Blue Jay             

   813      American Crow     

   146      Fish Crow        

    53          crow sp.       

                Horned Lark      

   660      Carolina Chickadee    

   516      Tufted Titmouse   

    14       Red-breasted Nuthatch 

   201      White-breasted Nuthatch  

    12       Brown Creeper   

   458      Carolina Wren  

    31       Winter Wren    

     1        Marsh Wren    

    36       Golden-crowned Kinglet 

    14       Ruby-crowned Kinglet   

   196      Eastern Bluebird   

    93       Hermit Thrush 

  2250     American Robin   

    43       Gray Catbird   

   298      Northern Mockingbird 

    26       Brown Thrasher 

  2444     European Starling  

   283      Cedar Waxwing 

     1        Yellow Warbler  

    38       Yellow-rumped Warbler   

    96       Eastern Towhee 

               American Tree Sparrow 

    89       Field Sparrow      

     7        Savannah Sparrow 

    19       Fox Sparrow     

   442      Song Sparrow   

    54       Swamp Sparrow 

  1579     White-throated Sparrow 

     2        White-crowned Sparrow  

  1523     Dark-eyed Junco  

               Snow Bunting  

   888      Northern Cardinal 

     1        Painted Bunting   

  1402     Red-winged Blackbird 

               Eastern Meadowlark 

     20      Rusty Blackbird 

   1021    Common Grackle 

     24      Brown-headed Cowbird 

     12          blackbird sp. 

     52      Purple Finch  

    355     House Finch  

     29      Pine Siskin 

    431     American Goldfinch 

      1       Red Crossbill  

    629      House Sparrow  

 
Boldfaced  numbers  are new or tied 
high counts.  
Boldfaced  names  are unusual species 
for the Count. 
CAPITALIZED  names are new species 
for the Count.  
Asterisked numbers*  are new or tied 
low counts. 
cw  means the species was seen during 
the Count Week only. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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In October 2008, Peter Hanan set up a Maniac Birding tour to 

Brazil for the AABC.  This custom trip was run with the help 
of International Expeditions and our very talented birding 
guide and photographer Cassiano Zaparoli (Zapa).  AABC 

folks on the trip  included 
Jean Wheeler, Bobbi 
Reichwein, Doug Forsell, 

Gerald Winegrad, Lloyd 
Lewis, Kym Hudyma, and 
Peter Hanan.  Friends from 

a Galapagos trip, David 
Herrema and Vickey Van 
Meter, also joined the tour. 
The NBS group (non-birding 

spouses) included Barbara 
Hanan, Eugene Hudyma, and 
Carol Swan, who worked 

hard at keeping the birders 
from getting into too much   
trouble. Since 1992, the 

Maniac Birding tours have 
included many areas in the 
U.S. and Central and South 

America.  We have now 
worked our way down to 
Brazil and visited three different areas.  Our first area was the 

Atlantic rain forest, a very small area compared to the     
Amazon forest. The Atlantic rain forest was very wet, but not 
hot, which was a surprise.  It was even down to ~ 45º in the 

mountain areas.  There are many rare endemics in this area.  
Our next stop was one of the wonders of the world, Iguassu 
Falls, which is just spectacular and the butterflies are just as 

spectacular in their own way.  Eleanor Roosevelt was re-
ported to have said when seeing Iguassu Falls, "Oh, poor   
Niagara Falls.ó  We visited the Brazilian side of the Falls and 

even went to the Argentina side to work on another country 
list, just to confuse us even more.  Our last area was the   
Pantanal, a savanna grassland which turned up the heat to over 
100º at times.  Unlike Arizona, it was not a dry heat. When I 

first started planning these sorts of trips I looked at the birds 
and locations without worrying about creature   comforts.  In 
the past, food seemed optional at times, but with getting 

older, things have changed.  A good wine list (Gerald required 
beer at each location), AC, first-rate accommodations with 
private bathrooms, and expert guides who speak the local 

language have become the norm.  Oh, and we did see a few 

 

MANIAC BIRDING IN BRAZIL by Peter Hanan 

birdsñover 300 species!  For a person who has done tropical 

birding, but not in Brazil, it was almost a complete new set of bird 
species.  I still do not know how many new species I saw on this 
trip, but 250+ would be close.  To print out the bird list in     6-pt 

type takes seven pages.  A few highlights were Greater Rhea, 
Southern Screamer, Bare-faced Curassow, Hyacinth Macaw, 
Great Potoo (great looksñphoto left), Frilled Coquette, Black-

breasted Plovercrest (a leking hummingbird), Spot-back Puffbird, 
Robust Woodpecker (watch out Pileated), Saffron Toucanet,   
Red-billed Scythebill (a serious woodcreeper), 49 flycatcher spe-

cies, Plush-crested Jay (a wild looking jay), and Scarlet-headed 
Blackbird.  Our mammal list included:  Brown Capuchin monkeys 
(including almost a "herd" [20-25] crossing the road in front of 
us), Tapir, Crab-eating Fox, Giant Anteater, Tamandua, Capybara, 

Agouti, and the big cat in the Pantanal, the Jaguar.  Our first look 
at a Jaguar was at night spotted with a light.  Our next look was 
during the day.  The Jaguar was sitting in the woods (good view in 

a scope) then he came out of the woods (even better look, just 
needed binoculars).  He started walking towards us, stopped at a 
small lake, and filled the field of view in the scope.  He sat by the 

lake and looked at us, 
but was distracted by 
the flies around his 

head.  He started to 
catch the flies in his 
mouth.  I even have a 

photo of a "fly catching" 
Jaguar.  The photos I 
took of this male Jaguar 

sitting by the lake show 
a magnificent 250-300 
lb wild animal.  He 

went for a swim in the 
lake and sat for awhile 
looking at us.  I looked 

around to make sure 
that all the folks got a good look in the scope when I noticed that 
Barbara and Bobbi had backed away from the group, just in case 
the large cat decided we were just a herd of slow moving food 

items.  The cat decided he had a nice swim, and we probably did 
not smell too appetizing since it was about 100º with 100%     
humidity and we had been out all day.  The cat walked back    

toward the shade, and we made a retreat to our lodge.  For a 
birding group that can be blasé about animals, I think the Jaguar 
sighting was the highlight of the trip.  Next Maniac Birding trip 

(new nameñAmbulatory Birding) is already under constructionñ
a nesting Harpy Eagle may be in our future. 

 

    In every walk with nature  

            one receives far more than he seeks. 
      
   ñ John Muir 
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Progress is being made on three new Crownsville    

birding  areas as first reported in the February and May 

2008 AABC newsletters.  First, the former Naval    

Academy Dairy Farm in Gambrills will have a portion of 

the property opened for public access.  Second,  the  

Bacon Ridge Branch Natural Area, a section of the    

former Crownsville Hospital property west of I-97 has 

been transferred to the county.  And third, the countyõs   

Generals Highway Corridor Park on Crownsville Rd is  

benefiting from a local groupõs work to enhance the 

Parkõs native habitats.  These three areas are within 10 

miles of each other and share deciduous forest, mead-

ows, and streams, which attract many year-round and 

migrating bird species, including Bobolinks in the Dairy 

Farmõs hayfields and warblers and thrushes at Bacon 

Ridge.  Members of AABC may be interested in explor-

ing these new birding spots and figuring out ways to get 

others excited about birds in our area. 

Hammondõs Connection at the Dairy Farm 

     Hammondõs Connection is the name AA County  

Department of Recreation and Parks has given to the 

150-acre section of the former Naval Academy Dairy 

Farm.  I am representing the AABC on a Citizensõ Advi-

sory Committee that is wrapping up its work providing 

input to a Master Plan for the park; fellow AABC    

member Marilyn Taylor also is a Committee member. 

     Some aspects of the Master Plan are of particular 

interest to birds and birders, including reforesting a   

300-ft buffer with native plants along Towserõs Branch,   

building a 2½ mile trail through the area with three  

wildlife viewing platforms along the stream, establishing a   

12-acre meadow, planting fruit and nut trees, and      

creating garden areas representing agricultural themes 

such as pollinator, herb, and kitchen gardens, and berry 

patches.  Additional features include an historical inter-

pretation area around the Hammond family homestead 

and cemetery site, community garden plots, and a     

labyrinth.  The remaining 700 acres will continue to be 

operated by a tenant farmer. 

     The Master Plan will be presented at a public meeting 

in February.  However, given the countyõs current finan-

cial situation, funding will be difficult, so it may take a 

while before the Advisory Committeeõs vision is realized 

and the site is opened for public access.  The county 

plans to establish a òFriends of Hammondõs Connectionó 

group to provide ongoing support to the park and to 

guide its evolution.  AABC members may be interested 

in participating in the group to provide input on        

enhancing habitat and offering information to visitors 

about birds that frequent the property.  A winter bird 

survey was conducted on January 11, 2009  by 16 

birders (40 counter-hours) to establish a baseline that can 

be compared to future bird counts as natural areas are 

redeveloped on the property.  Within five count areas 

covering the farmõs 857 acres, we counted 48 species 

(including Cackling Goose, American Wigeon, and several 

Horned Larks), with a total of 8,481 birds.   

Bacon Ridge Branch Natural Area 

     The Bacon Ridge Branch Natural Area consists of ~550 

acres transferred to the county, by the state, at the     

western end of the Crownsville Hospital property.  This 

area includes land on both sides of Bacon Ridge Branch 

(the headwaters of the South River) and comprises a    

series of forested ridges and wetlands.  The area supports 

four species of birds designated as òat riskó in Maryland, 

the Kentucky Warbler and Louisiana Water Thrush live in 

wet woods, and the Worm-eating Warbler and Wood 

Thrush live in interior forest.  The South River Greenway     

Project and the Scenic Rivers Land Trust held a workshop 

on January 22, 2009 to involve stakeholders in future plans 

for the area.  This is another opportunity for AABC   

members to get involved in improving birding opportuni-

ties in the county and providing information about birds 

and their habitat to the public. 

Generals Highway Corridor Park 

     The third emerging birding spot is the result of work 

by longstanding Bird Club member Marilyn Taylor.  Marilyn 

was disappointed with what seemed to be the absence of 

natural areas at the Generals Highway Corridor Park with 

its expanses of mowed grass among ball fields, so she   

organized the Generals Highway Corridor Park Environ-

mental  Project.   Since 2006,  this group has cleaned up 

the park, planted native shrubs and trees to attract wildlife 

and reduce mowing, reforested unused areas to improve   

water quality, and conducted environmental education for 

local school kids.  The Environmental Project is working 

on an information kiosk, a nature trail through the woods 

behind the ball fields, and planting native wildflowers.  The 

group is transforming the park into a wildlife destination 

that could become a birding destination as well. 

     These three public areas are protecting and restoring      

valuable habitat in an area that continues to lose natural 

ecosystems to development.  For birders, they will offer 

opportunities to see birds that were once abundant in this 

region but are becoming less common as their habitat is 

degraded or disappears.  If you would like to get involved 

in protecting these natural treasures, please contact me: 

 

            Email:               janetmackey@verizon.net  

            Home phone:   410-923-3283 
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