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: _ _ Take Note:
Friday, February 5, 2010, 8 pm Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center
975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville, MD
e NEEDA MEMBERSHIP
IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS IN MD -DC: PRIORITIZING SITES FOR CONSERVATION RENEWAIFORM? GO
by Dr. David Curson, National Audubon Society, MD -DC Director, Bird Conservation TO THEWEBSITEAT

The State of the Birdgport, published in 2009 implement initiatives aimed at protecting and WWW .AABIRDCLUBRG
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.i®storing critical habitat. To date, 28 IBAs have
Geological Survey, and nongovernmental groupeen identified in Maryland. Dave will explain® 2009-10 OFFICER®9)
documented that many bird species in the U.8ow IBAs are being used to protect habitats

face an uncertain future. Foreistterior birds in through the laneuse planning process and

the East have declined almost 25% since 19@@scribe some of the areas in Maryland and DC,

Maryland shares this trend, with many familiancluding those close to us in A.A. County. Inside this Issue
species, e.g., Wood Thrush and Eastern Meddave is an ornithologist, ecologist, conservation

owlark, having declined by more than half sind®ologist and avid birder, having birded exten- Pyr esi den't
the 1960s, and Whigpoor-wills, once a peren- sively throughout Western Europe and North

0s

nial feature of a rural summer, disappearifgmerica. In 1985 he received his BSc in Ecology = Upcoming Field T3ips

from many areas. D a at ¢he Wiivierbity df eEasa Anglia And doaghmoan 6 s

Important Bird Areas (IBAs) Program as aareer in conservation biology in London. He  Past Field Trips 5
strategy to reverse bird population declines bgame to the U.S. in 1993 and received MS and

establishing sciendsased priorities for conser- PhD degrees in the Department of Wildlife Dairy Farm Coun
vati on and mo b i | i zi nErology atithe University of $Visdorsiatdison.t s 0 t'o

_ _ — Global Birding 6
Thursday, March 11, 2010, 8 pm, Annual Richard E. Heise, Jr. Wildlife Program
Great Blue Heron Room, Quiet Waters Park, Annapolis Christmas Couné-7
THE SECRET, MYSTERIOUS, AND FASCINATING LIFE OF OWLS
by owl experts, naturalists, and authors Pat and Clay Sutton Texas & Elorida 8

Clay and Pat Sutton, a husband and wife team, will take viewers on an incredible journey explorirégGE Rafia 8
the world of owls. They are authors of many books on birds and nature, includavgto Spot an y
Owl(1994), and have intensively studied owls in the wild for 30 years. They will relate their fascinao 3
: . : ; : e 0wl Quiz 9
tion with owls and convey the excitement of searching for, understanding, and enjoying these elusive
and mysterious creatures. Behavior, mating, and hunting skills will be examined as will how to spot
these hard to find creatures. The presentation will cover resident and migrant owl species, plus owls

that occur during "invasions." Owling basics, owling on your own, various clues to-gtipgpecial Thank you to our
places and habitats, helpful equipment, and backyard owling will be covered. Owling etiquette Refreshment
how to spot owls without disturbing them is emphasized. Pat and Clay will remove some of the my Volunteers:
tery of owls and owl finding, while conveying the excitement of searching for and studying these d '
cult to see nocturnal predators. Bring your binoculars so you can find hidden owls in the program. February

Clay and Pat are frelance writers, naturalists, lecturers, tour leaders, and {omg instructors
for the American Birding Associ at i-authd, withlPete t
Dunne and David Sibley, of the classlawks in Flightt988), and Clay and Pat together have
co-authored How to Spot Butterflig999), How to Spot Hawks & Eag(@996), and their latest book,
Birds and Birding at Cape N206). This landmark book is a complete guide to birds and birding fo,
the Cape May region, covering what to see, when, where, and how to go, as well as the storied of
thological history of the CapeAtrticles and photography by Pat & Clay have appearddenw Jersey
Audubon Peregrine Observétew Jersey Outdqo&anctuary American Butterflie®Vild Bird Bird

Fred & Jane Fallon

March Heise Lecture
Juanita Tate and othe

April

Dan Haas

Lisa & Warren Strobel,

Fi el

Watcher's Diged®tirder's Wor]dirdingLiving Birddefendersand others.

The Suttons whiting copies of some of their books to be purchased and autographed.



MONTHLY MEETINGS (Continued)

Friday, April 2, 2010, 8 pm, Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center

THE TRAVEL -AND -BIRDING NETWORK IN NORTH AMERICA: HOW IT WORKS AND HOW IT EVOLVED TO
FIND GOOD BIRDS

by Paul Baicich, Co-author, A Guide to the Nests, Eggs, and Nestlings of North American Birds , Columnist for
Birding and the Bird Watcher's Digest , and Co -editor of the popular monthly Birding Community E -bulletin

Paul Baicich, an active birder since his early teens, wtantly. Most importantly, through the birding network, the locality
describe how it is far simpler today than it was even and habits of birds today are readily accessible to an interested
decade ago to find target birds, rare species, and enjmyblic, and birders have been able to help each other find "much
birding with other nature enthusiasts in your travels. Pawanted" birds across the continent. Paul Baicich, formerly Director
will detail birdfinding since J. J. Audubon, with an emphasisConservation and Public Policy for the American Birding Associa-
on the leading personalities and methodologies used sitiod, explains how one can combine bifidding with a contribution

the end of WWII. He also will advise how developing youto bird conservation, in what Paul considers the best of both worlds.
own network of information and target species can helde has organized ABA conferences and conventions, editedBA
you get the most out of birdinf looking for Snail Kite in Birdfinding Guidesdited ABA's bmonthly magazineBirdingand
Florida; Yellowfooted Gull in California; Bluethroat inserved as ABA's Director of Conservation and Public Policy until late
Alaska; Himalayan Snowcock in Nevada? Paul descrit3. Paul has ded birding tours and workshops to Alaska, is on
this network, how to access it, and details how rébied the Management Board of the Prairie Pothole Joint Venture, and
sightings across North America are reported almosterves on the Waterbird Conservation Council.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW FOR OUR MAY 2010 SPEAKER

Friday, May 7, 2010, 8 pm. All You Need to Know About Reptiles & Amphibians But Were Afraid to
Ask, by Scott Smith, DNR, State Herpetologist
Note: Scott Smith and Chris Swarth will lead a Jug Bay falijpweptile and amphibian field trip on Sunday,

May 9, 8 armoon.

PRESI DENTOS bMEtSae A GE

Another Christmas Count is over, and we are eagerly await-We have many members that serve as trip leaders ensuring we
ing the arrival of warmer weather and Spring Migratiosee all the birds that were promised (they plan ahead and recon
Although hardly noticeable, the days are getting longer. Hofhee area before they take us otit)Peter Hanan, Dotty
everyone is enjoying their birding experiences whether sittindumford, Sue Ricciardi, Larry Zoller, Bobbi Reichwein, Kathie
at their kitchen window counting birds at their feeders or bravkambert, and Linda Baker to name just a few.
ing the weather trudging through the snow. Others contribute to our conservation support efforts such as

Wedre enjoying the benef i tMarilyn Taylos ad #ganea Mackeyevithbtheir efférts at thel Darya t
work setting up trips and scheduling programs for 209.0. Farm and Generals Highway Corridor Park nature trail creation.
Now we start to plan for 20162011. We need to identify the And yet others have been speakers, Pierre Henkart and Doug

leadership team that will help us continue our long standifgrsell. | could go on and mention virtually every member of
successes, and we need to provide opportunities for all tbe Club as everyone has contributed, but | will stop here.
contribute to these efforts. I do, however, want to encourage all to think of ways they can

It is truly amazing the numbers of folks that are involvembntribute (as a payback to the Club for the enjoyment they
every year in helping make our Club run smoothly and havehitave experi enced over the year
be such an enjoyable experience for all, member and visitoo t he bi nocul ars or scoped6 an

al i ke. Gerald Winegradds esehgeociizentbé taelkkaetshawodati nDe
guarantee a full house f or shetayoh camdoeitt and the entirer @lub vl wuppbrt YGu. | |
selection of trips includes something for everyone. Thanks in advance from all of us.

Pat
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS AND BIRD COUNTS

FIELD TRIP MEETING PLACES

We use three meeting places, depending on the
destination.

For trips going north , we meet at the Severna Park
and Ritchie Hwy.(SP)

For trips going east , we meet at the Bay 50 Shopping
Center located off Rte. 50 on Whitehall Roa@B-50)

For trips going west or south , we meet at the Parole

Park & Ride located on the corner of Jones Station Rodd

Leader: Larry Zoller (41887-9354)
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Park & Ride located on Harry Truman Pkwy, between RHiva
Road and South Haven Roa(R)
Ti mes indicated are depart ume(l)Bringredunch fip (*) @ segistrdtiomréqtirech e

February 7 Annual MOS MidWinter Bird Count

Sunday Compiler and Contact: David Gillum (41P66-8775)

February 1315 Annual Winter Birding Weekend

Sat.0 Mon. Chincoteague, Ocean City & other Eastern Shore locations.

(B-50) (*) Leader: Peter Hanan (41467 2-5672) (*) by Feb. 6

March 6 Edgewater Area, A.A. County

Sat. 8:00 AM Waterfowl & other beach birds

(P) %2 day Leader: Fred Fallon (3€2491518)

March 13 Little Patuxent Oxbow Lake Preserve, Laurel

Sat. 7:30 AM Leader: Marcy Stutzman; option for full day

(P) %2 day Contact: David Gillum (41266-8775)

March 14 Wooten's Landing, A.A. County

Sun. 5:30 AM Woodcocks, breakfast afterwards

(P) 2/3 day Leader: Kathie Lambert (41867-4056)

March 20 Pickering Creek Audubon Center, Talbot County

Sat. 7:00 AM Waterfowl and late winter migrants

(B-50) (L) Leader: Tom Bradford (41987-0674)

March 27 Naval Academy Dairy Farm,A.A. County

Sat. 7:00 AM Grassland species and local birds

(P) 2 day Leader: Janet Mackey (49223-3283)

April 10 QuietWaters Park,A.A. County

Sat. 7:30 AM Forest birds and early migrants

(P) %2 day Leader: Pat Tate (41P66-6043)

April 17 Pocomoke River Canoe Trip

Sat. (L) Early Spring Migrants

| at



PAST FIELD TRIPS

Meeting before dawn orOctober 25, 2009 to travel to the hawks to pass bBUT we di dndt have any
Hawk Mountain were 10 Club members with high hopesot r i t i c al to O0stack updé the haw
seeing a large migration of hawks. Carpooling to save lwwks but many were very high or spaced out away from the
expenses and slow down global warming, we traveled to Shaitige. We did see Broatvinged, Shars hi nned, Coop¢
lesville, PA for a great country breakfast and lots of converdedtailed Hawks, American Kestrel, Merlins (falcons), and a
tion about hawk migration. Arriving at Hawk Mountain, theaumber of Turkey Vultures. The best passerines were a large
group visited the composting restrooms and practiced theflock of Pine Siskins. Later, we sat through a very interesting
identification skills in the great room at the visitor centerpresentation, which included a Réailed Hawk and a Great
When we were confident with our refresher course on accipiHorned Owl. Hawk watching is always

ters, buteos, falcons, vultures, and eagles, we headed downhti@r miss, but the adventure, with birdﬁ_‘

mountain trail to the clif fisgfriends, makes the trip evortdialey 6 mi gr
was a beautiful fall day with terrific weather to sit and wait f¢Submitted by Larry Zoller)

Colin Rees also describes his memories of @&ober 25, 2009 Hawk Mountain  trip:
At 8.30 on a beautiful morninge sit on a rock and look north along a wooded ridge soin@00 feet above the valleys below.

The rich colors of fall are on display and a nort hssester|l
above Donaté cries an observer and 30 pairs of eyetheyai ded
follow the eagleds every move. Slowly it flaps and glide

dihedral. It is an enormous dark brown bird sporting pldile wings. Cries of joy ring out as it gently passes within 26@sya

and we see its golden nape and crown in full glory. Concentration returns to surveying théinorhh a r p i-skinnédSh ar p
Hawk), one glass over Number One and two TVs (Turkey Vul't
OAmerican Kestrel Cc 0 mi i #pe momingf andsmiuch of the afteribannstpenctuated bl suehlarhdunce-
ments for this is Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, one of the best places in the world to watch raptors migrate. The announcesments a
made by expert counters provided by Hawk Mountain Sanctuary staff. dffezya rolling commentary and instruct the public

about the migration of raptors (hawks, eagles and falcons) and the role of the Sanctuary. We learn that betw&egustdand
mid-December an average of 18,000 raptors are counted from this outcrop (North Lookout) straddling the Kittaninny Ridge, the
sout hernmost ocorduroy hill o6 in the Appalachian ridgdy and
winds hit the ridge, the winds are driven upwartgating favorable updrafts for birds, enabling them to glide and soar and sav
energy on their journey south.

The strategies adopted by raptors for migration become apparent as the day progresses. Falcons, ospreys and harriges use acti
flapping flight and take direct routes. Eagles, vultures and utleasader wing typeS soar along updrafts and thermals and may
cover up to 300 miles a day. Many of these species fast for days while migrating; not so theisbed hawk$ they often hunt
during the early morning or late afternoon. Around midday, a pair of-Rédd Hawks emerged over the west of the ridge and
for some minutes these rustiailed, whitechested buteos provided an astonishing display of aerial acrobatics. Firmly grapplin
each other, they fell to earth tumbling over and over until risk registered and they separated. They climbed back aed thpeat
battle several times before soaring on a thermal and drifting from view.

The counters kept the information flowing while taking questions from all ages. Although the more exuberant members of school
parties were O6shushed,d it was remar kable that the nenarl y
keen to learn. A Conservation Internship Program training young conservationists from all parts of the world suppliamthe co
ers, and on this day there were students from Palestine and Indonesia. With lunchtime over and fannywfatigaiedlered in tk
woodlands for a while and spied Hermit Thrushes and a Palm Warbler. A Hermit Thrush eating stink bugsdraek to the
lookout in time to see a low flying Merlin whiz past with rapid, pisli&e wing beats. In the air it resembles a pig&qrointed
wings and rowing flight and thus its other name OPi wwmon H
can have been more appropriate than naming the engines of

Later, aswe were walking around the visitor center we felt bound to reflect that the founding of the Hawk Mountain byeRosali
Edge in 1934 stopped the shooting of migrating raptors from a ridge in a critical area of the northeast migration codtidor an
became a cradle for conservation. Today, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Association is the oldest and largestsmgpaintsd
raptor organization in the world.

* One binocular field. Thus, OA Glass over Number Qmed m
as Number One. Daily Count for 10/25/2009: 156 (16 raptor species; 6 unidentified sp.) Seasonal Count from 8/8/28M0: 13

There were overcast skies ardts of mist for thetrip to Jug species of ducks, along with Canada Geese and some Tundra
Bay Wetlands Sanctuary on November 14, 2009 . Ten Swans. We also had Piedbilled Grebes andDouble-crested
people went on the trip, and we managed to find 41 species Cormorants. Among the raptors we had Bald Eagle, Northern
birds. At Jug Bay we found that the water levels in the riv Harrier and the bird of the day a Peregrine Falcon sitting on an
were very high, which dabbler ducks did not seeniike. So, Osprey platform. (Submitted by Dotty Mumford)

the duck numbers were on the low sid&Ve found seven
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PAST FIELD TRIPSContinued)

Although we had several young birders sign up forXtwember 21, 2009 Youth Birding Trip , unfortunately they had other
commitments that prevented them from attending. | went as planned and met George Raaotifflaree of his YMOS World

Series of Birding (WSOB) team members in Cambridge, MD. Their plan was to use the day as a teaching exercise for our your
birders. Instead, we spent the day training for the WSOB, working along the Choptank River and down through Blackwater to
Maple Dam Road. We tallied 86 species, including two Skameéd Owls hunting for half an hour at the end of the day. These
birders are exceptional and work together effortlessly spotting, teaching, and learning. As high school students theyinesie a

very advanced skills, including birding by ear, birding by habitat, and impression birding. The teams are always Ineking for
members. If you know of anyone that may be interested, please let me k(®wmitted by Dave Gillum)

On November 22, 2009 , a cold, windy day presaging winteigonspicuous outer tail feathers during flightree Swallows flew

11 birders set off for theBlackwater National Wildlife up and down along the edge of distant pines and three Eastern
Refuge in Dorchester County, but with targeted stops toMeadowlarks busied themselves midfield while a Killdeer
spread o6the net. 0 Our f i r sannouneed its noésy preKeace bveriead: Firgtwisd toye spditete d
Common Loon struggling with a large fish and two Doublé the Blackwater NWR was an American White Pelican bracing
crested Cormorants bobbing in the distant waters. True tiself against the increasingly choppy waters. A -Biked

form, some Greater Blackacked Gulls claimed the tops ofGrebe, Northern Shovelers (two male and one female), six Black
mooring posts and overhead Turkey and Black Vultures swdpacks, some Northern Pintails, Mallards, and Canada Geese
into view. Our more immediate neighbors were a lonelgplenty occupied a freshwater impoundment. The seeds and
Northern Cardinal and Song Sparrow skulking in bushes cldabers of drowned wild millet, smartweed and redroot cyperus

to a walkway while gurgling European Starlings on teleph@revide a good source of nourishment for these and other
poles provided musical accompaniment. Eagle eyes spottadigrants. Lunch in the Marsh Edge Trail amid loblolly pine and
female Cooperds Hawk standimigxdedd &dabuwmodl| otsreedn Rowtve d50
we made our way to John Brown RoadThe road passes Rubythroated Kinglets, Carolina Chickadees and Tufted
through agricultural land with a reputation for Horned LarksTitmice. Much t o Pat Tateds deligh
and we were not disappointedFive or more of these striking spotted just before descending to the most inaccessible of the
birds moved in the stubby fields before us, and we picked uptaliest branchesA search in similar habitat further in the Refuge
American Pipit constantly on the move and bobbing its taMlas rewarded with sight of many woodpeckers: Downey,
Eastern Bluebirds buzzed about telephone wires, but it was tRedbellied, Yellowbellied Sapsucker, and Northern Flicker.
two juvenile Bald Eagles that captured attention as they la8lyme Goldercrowned Kinglets, Eastern Bluebirds, and a Brown
made their way across the horizonGe or ge T h o m&edper furthgr g@reiched the occasion! The larger open ponds
tion that we stop at a sizable farm pond on Route 309 broughtere strangely bereft of Snow Geese and other anticipated
the usual Canada Geese (25), but they were accompaniedwaterfowl so we contented ourselves with American Coots,
Ruddy Ducks (23), four Tundra Swans, a Rideéd Grebe, a Great Blue Herons, Greater Yellowlegs, and Semipalmated
Bufflehead, and four Rimgecked Ducks.But, again, it was theSandpipers. A Sharpshinned Hawk flew by and many female
raptors that captured the most attentidgha Northern Redwinged Blackbirds noisily established themselves in
Harrier, Redtailed Hawk and an American Kestrel sportedieighboring woodlarfidt h e i r roost for t he
with each other and performed the most breathtakindading light as we went in search of Shedared Owls, we came
acrobatics as they rose far above us, eventually disappeagicrgss a delightful pair of Browmeaded Nuthatches in a clump
from view. As we crossed the Choptank River bridge, wef trees close to the road. In the distance, on the far side of a
spotted 10 Surf Scoters, all neatly lined in a rafvpond along pond, 21 Tundra Swans offset the gathering gloom though it was
Egypt Road paralleling the Little Blackwater River presentead 8lack Duck lazily crossing the water that closed our tailye
chall enge in the f ®omtgf Ma nebed fouhd thecowl] but enjoyed & mast satisfying day seeing a
argument in favor of a Lesser Scaup won the day! In a butdtal of 64 species. Thanks must go to Bobbi Reichwein
depression we saw some Savannah Sparrows with tHeir her leadership and the delightful company of all.
giveaway little yellow patch before the eyebrow and whitiggubmitted by Colin Rees)

stripe through the crown, and a Vesper Sparrow revealed its

Hal Wierenga was originally scheduled to lead Breeember 5, 2009 Sandy Point trip, but had an opportunity to travel out of
state. The day of the trip we had steady snow and rain in the afternoon with strong winds. Dave Gillum and Colin Reégwere t
only intrepid birders to give it a go. We spent a few hours walking the trails and beach at Sandy Point, eventuallyingercep
mixed flock consisting of several hundred birds. We ended up with 28 spg@ebmitted by Dave Gillum)

On December 12, 2009 , six birders made the trip t&castern Neck NWR . The morning started at 29 degrees, but no wind

and lots of sun made for a beautiful day of birding. We rounded up 52 species, but counts were low for almost all d\Miaem.
stopped at the sewage treatment ponds in Chestertown looking for a Phalarope that had been sighted, but had no luck. Several
Bonaparteds Gulls were present, though. We arrived ad Eas
had a | ovely lunch on the deck at the visitords cemogher.
from a distance. Scopes were necessary for many of the identifications. On the return to Annapolis we stopped at thialdent Is
Narrows and there were only a few Mallards. We made our final stop at Terrapin Park and added several land birds, including
Yellowrumped Warblers. No unusual sightings, but we were hoping to see Snow Geese and did have one fairly small group fly
over us on our way to Eastern NeckSubmitted by Tom Bradford) Page 5



56th Annapolis and Gibson Island
Christmas Bird Count Highlights

The 56th annual Christmas Bird Count was held on January 3, 2010.
The weather conditions were downright ugly! With snow and icy
patches on the ground, temperatures in the teens and twenties, and
winds howling183 0 mph much of the day, it
to be out. But an amazing thing
ers was the third highest on record. Seveifityir brave souls logged in
more hours and miles than the average for the past 10 years (although
this was due to time in the camot on foot). What a testament to
birdersd tenacity and dedication!

Not unexpected, counts of most species were down from previous
Who are these mystery people? They are SuelO-year averages, many by half or more. The total number of species
Ricciardi and Bradley Cernohorsky coming in  found, 97, was the lowest in 20 years and well under the average 103
from the bitter cold and wind for the Christmas species. On the positive side, 11 species beat theiyddr averages:
Count tallyup. Thank goodness for hot soup.  Hooded Merganser, Black Vulture, Sharhh i nned Hawk, Bo

Herring Gulls, Eastern Bluebird, American Robin, European Starling, Fox Sparrow,-fB¥aded Cowbird (not so
positive), and Purple Finch. Five species tied or beat the seughest counts ever: Rirgecked Duck, Wild Turkey

(new in 2000), Bald Eagle (the recovery continues), Lesser-B&atied Gull, and Brown Thrasher. Three species tied
or broke their previous high count s: Cackling Goos:
bellied Sapsucker. And to cap it al |l of f, one new
Grebe found near the mouth of the Magothy River by Mike Braun and Chris Swarth. This brings the cumulative list o
species in the 5§ear history of the Count to 199.

Thanks go to all who made this event a success: all the counters (you know who you are!); those who organized th
counters in each territory; Janet Mackey for coordinating the tally dinner; Larry Zoller for lining up our tally location;
and everyone who provided the delicious food. And | sincerely thank mygooapilers, Lynn Davidson and Sue
Ricciardi, for their immense help organizing the count and compiling the results, which can be found online soon &
www.audubon.org/birds/cb. If you would like a spreadsheet summary of the results, just send us an emai
hal.lynn@comcast.net.

The date for next yeards Count has not yet been set
you were able to join the Count this year, pl ease ke
observers, so dondt forget to mark your <calendar s!

Good birding in the New Year,

Hal Wierenga

On a frigid Sunday morninganuary 10, 2010, 24
hardy souls gathered at the Dairy Farm in Gambijlls,

MD to conduct the Second Annual Dairy Farm GLOBAL BIRDING

Winter Bird Count . Despite the cold and wind,

counted 49 specidsthree more species than lat Did you know that there is a global websi
year. Our total count of 1,567 birds was consideraljly www.birdingpal.orghat lists local bird watchers
lower than 2009. However, in 2009 we saw mgfe over the world who will treat you to a birdin
than 6,700 Canada Geese, and this year the ggese expedition when youdr in t
numbered only 96. Favorite birds this year includgd Volunteers do it for free, and they are listed
more than 80 Horned Larks, Eastern Meadowlark§, 5 country, state, town or region; languages spo
woodpecker species, and 9 sparrow speci®¥ée hope and availability. You can email them directl
to conduct a spring count at the Dairy Fadatetails to make arrangements for your next adventure.
follow. (Submitted by Janet Mackey)
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