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MONTHLY MEETINGS (Last Regular Meeting for 2008 -2009)  

Friday, May 1, 2009, 8 pm, Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center  

 

Five Reasons Why Even Real Birders Enjoy Backyard Birds:  Attracting,  

Feeding, and Caring for Wild Birds  

by Bill Herald, Owner, Wild Bird Center, West Annapolis   

A widely accepted tenet 

of those engaged in   
birding as a main hobby 
is that real birdwatchers 

don't own birdfeed-
ers.  Itõs kind of like that 
old saw about how real 

men don't eat quiche.  Like most such factoids 
and elements of folk wisdom, it is most often 
incorrect.  Many serious birders own feeders, 

birdbaths, and maybe a bird house or two.     
Indifference to backyard birding may stem from 
the common nature of most backyard 
birds.  Or, perhaps such birders feel that they 

might not be seen as serious birders if they feed 
the finches, too.  For whatever reason, backyard 
birds are definitely the minor leagues of our 

hobby.  The presentation by Bill Herald       
describes why most birders  actually enjoy back-
yard birds, too.  In a light-hearted look at this 

aspect of our interest, Bill will explore five   
reasons for enjoying backyard birds that you 

may not have considered.  He also will look at a 

variety of bird houses, feeders, and other gear 
designed to attract birds and bring the joy of 
birding to our homes.  Learn how best to    

attract hummingbirds, orioles, woodpeckers, 
and goldfinches, how to keep squirrels from 
your feeders, and how to prevent disease in 

birds at feeders.  Bill and Gail Herald own and 
operate the Wild Bird Center in West         
Annapolis.  They are members of the Anne 

Arundel County Bird Club and enjoy occasional 
bird walks, but they find that operating a retail 
store seven days per week 
cuts into their time with  

nature.  Bill is a former    
corporate executive and 
management consultant.  Gail 

is a commercial real estate 
attorney.  Both hold graduate 
degrees from the University 

of North Carolina and undergraduate degrees 
from Duke University. 

   Thank you to our May 1, 2009 refreshment volunteers :  
 

                       Dick and Tom Adams (410-544-4146)   

     

The worldõs favorite season is in the 

 spring.  All things seem possible in May. 

 
                                                ñ Edwin Way Teale 

REMINDER 

ANNUAL MAY COUNT  

Saturday, May 9, 2009  

Please help assess how birds are doing in our     

region.  Participate all day, a few hours, or just 

feeder watch.  For more information, contact Dotty    

Mumford at 410-849-8336.                                                                



  UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

FIELD TRIP MEETING PLACES  

We use three meeting places, depending on the  

destination. 

For trips going north , we meet at the Severna Park  

Park & Ride located on the corner of Jones Station Road 

and Ritchie Hwy.  (SP)   

For trips going east , we meet at the Bay 50 Shopping 

Center located off Rte. 50 on Whitehall Road.  (B-50) 

For trips going west or south , we meet at the Parole 

Park & Ride located on Harry Truman Pkwy, between Riva 

Road and South Haven Road.  (P) 

Join a field trip to 

brighten your day! 

Final Trips for 2008-2009 
 

May 24  Delaware Bay, several locations   

Sunday, All day  Horseshoe crabs, shorebirds, gulls, etc. 

7:45 AM (B-50)  Leader:  Gerald Winegrad (410-280-8956) 

Bring lunch  Dinner on the way home 

 

May 30  South River Watershed  (a Maryland Important Bird Area)  

Saturday, Half-day Warblers and other woodland migrants. 

7 AM (P)   Leader:  Dave Curson (Maryland Audubon) 

   Co-leader and contact:  Pierre Henkart (410-849-5343) 

 

June 6   Annual Spring Potluck Picnic  

Saturday, 4 PM Many thanks to Steve Hult and Mary Lou McCutcheon for hosting the spring  

                                 picnic.  Steve and Mary Lou will provide hamburgers and hot dogs.  Attendees 

          bring a dish to share and their choice of beverage.  If you plan to attend,                 

          please RSVP to Steve and Mary Lou NLT June 1 (410 -956-3392).     

          Directions: 925 Shore Drive, Edgewater 

                           South on Route 2 to Mayo Road.  South on Mayo Road to 
                              Londontown Road to Bishop Road to Shore Driveñ  

                                                        925 a short distance on the left      

 

 

Early June  Possible 2- or 3 -day trip to Western Maryland  

   Henslowõs Sparrow, Golden-winged Warbler and other     

   neat birds.   

   Leader:  Peter Hanan (410-672-5672) or  

                                             Tom and Sharon Bradford (410-987-0674) 
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Presidentõs Message by Pierre Henkart  

PAST FIELD TRIPS  

On January 18, 2009, Gerald Winegrad led birders on the traditional trip to view geese, swans, and duck species found in the 

Bay and inlets around Thomas Point and Annapolis Neck .  Gerald then took everyone to his home for a hot soup social.  
Note the single male Wood Duck (right) that joined the many Canvasbacks and other ducks.                  (Photos by Bobbi Reichwein) 

On March 14, 2009 , six early birders took off for 

Pickering Creek Audubon .  On the way there, Dave 
Walbeck lead us to Wye Mills Lake, Community Pond  
for a Pileated Woodpecker flyover and then on to Mill 

Creek Audubon Sanctuary where we saw our first-of-
the-year Eastern Phoebes, plus some nice Wood Ducks. At 
Pickering we joined up with a Kent County group, and  

Walter Ellison took over as trip leader.  At Pickering we had  

Cackling Goose, White-crowned Sparrow, dozens of Northern 
Flickers and all the usual customers.  We were treated to a rare 
sight in this areaña Bald Eagle and a Golden Eagle flying together 

in the same thermal.  They were both in the same binocular view 
for some time, which gave us a good chance to study and enjoy 
them.  Sixty-one (61) species for the whole trip.  
                                                                 (Submitted by Tom Bradford) 

    As I finish my second year as the AABC President, 

overall, Iõm feeling good about the way things have gone 

for the Club.  I canõt claim credit for the positive       

developments most of us have observed.  The Club   

already had an experienced group of officers, and they 

really were successful in organizing the various activities 

we have all enjoyed.  Look at the roster of officers on   

p. 7, and thank them when you next see them.  In      

particular, I have to thank our Field Trip Chair, Tom 

Bradford, who has set up our excellent schedule of 

nicely varied field trips.  Tom did a masterful job of   

running this essential Club function, and we will miss his 

experience and dedication in the years ahead even as we 

seek his advice.  Gerald Winegradõs monthly programs 

have drawn record crowds on Friday evenings, and we 

look forward to hearing from more superb speakers.  In 

addition to the current officers, the Club benefits from    

former officers and other members with experience in 

leading field trips and bird counts, as well as involvement 

in community activities.  In particular, I think about Larry 

Zoller, who keeps things straight with Arlington Echo and is 

the first to arrive and last to leave at all meetings.  These 

are some of the collective contributions that make the Club 

what it is, and we need to keep these traditions going as we 

lose people to the sunbelt (or even Maine, like Al Haury).  

   Looking down the road, there is one problem we need to 

face in the next year and that is money.  The Club has been 

spending more money than it is taking in and our member-

ship renewals have dropped.  Some people do not realize 

how much of the membership fee goes to MOS, leaving a 

minority for local Club expenses.  We will need to make 

some changes to increase our revenue or cut our expenses.  

Sound familiar?  Even non-profits have to pay their bills.  

Therefore, finances will be a subject for discussion in the 

coming months.   

  I know I have only mentioned a few people by name, but 

there are many Club members who contribute in a wide 

variety of important ways to make the AABC a success, and 

I thank you all for having made my job an easy one.    

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


