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MONTHLY MEETINGS  

November 7, Friday, 8 pm  

Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center, 975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville, MD   

GOSHAWKS:  DRIVEN BY THEIR PREY!   

By David Brinker, Regional Ecologist,  

Maryland Department of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Program     

Admired by people for its aggressiveness, courage, flight prowess, and 

hunting ability long before the dark ages, the Northern Goshawk is an 

ultimate avian forest predator in the northern hemisphere.  For      

centuries they have been used for falconry throughout Europe and 

Asia.  David Brinker will provide answers to the following questions:  

What makes Goshawks tick?  Why are they important to us? Are   

Goshawks still increasing in the Central Appalachians? Do breeding 

adults migrate? What drives the massive Goshawk incursions from 

Canada  and might we  experience one in the near future?  David has 

studied Goshawks since 1977 and will discuss  the Central Appalachian 

Goshawk Project and the ecology and natural history of this incredible   

inhabitant.  David also was the first, and to date probably the only person, to radio track Black 

Skimmers.  In 1987 he discovered Maryland's first Brown Pelican nest and has coordinated the 

banding of over 13,500 Brown Pelicans.  In addition, David established the Maryland Depart-

ment of Natural Resources colonial nesting waterbird project.  David chaired the Maryland 

Ornithological Societyõs Research Committee for 10 years. 

December 5, Friday, 8pm  

Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center 

IN SEARCH OF GLORIOUS NORTH AMERICAN WATERBIRDS  

By Middleton Evans, Maryland-based photographer and author of Rhapsody in Blue:   

A Celebration of North American Waterbirds 

Traveling to the continentõs wild perimeter in search of 

glorious North American waterbirds was the adventure 

of a lifetime for Maryland-based photographer Middle-

ton Evans.  He made 38 trips over a five-year period to 

complete his òwish listó of alluring species, captivating 

behaviors and pristine habitats.  An extraordinary 10-

day Florida bird marathon in 1998 served as the genesis 

for Rhapsody in Blue, a beautifully narrated collection of 

320 photographs, representing over 150 species.  High-

lights include a Great Blue Heron grappling a plump 

muskrat, a remarkably friendly King Eider, dancing 

Western Grebes and a huge crèche of fledgling Greater 

Flamingoes, yet nothing could eclipse sitting in a Bald Eagle 

nest on Middleton Island, Alaska.  Middleton Evans will     

present these glorious moments.  He has spent the majority 

of his 20-year career documenting the many faces of Mary-

land, and he was featured in the MPT documentary film    

Images of Maryland: 1900 ð 2000, chronicling the stateõs 

most distinguished lensmen of the twentieth century.   Evans 

has a special passion for birds. While compiling Rhapsody, he 

made hundreds of trips to his favorite pond in Baltimoreõs 

Patterson Park, documenting an astounding 120 bird species 

for a book just released this year, The Miracle Pond, that he 

also will share with attendees. 
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Friday, January 2, 2009, 8 pm    

Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center, 975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville, MD   

Confessions of a Spice Merchant and World Class Birder  

By Hank Kaestner, Life List: 6,874 Species and Counting  

Marylander Hank Kaestner will enthrall all who attend 

with tales of his 53 years of birding, including as a spice 

merchant for McCormick to exotic destinations.  Begin-

ning in 1955 at age 10 when he was in Mexico City visit-

ing his grandparents and saw a brightly colored red and 

black bird he identified later as a Vermillion Flycatcher, 

Hank became hooked on birding.  Taking Chan Robinsõ 

advice, he found work in a job that would allow him to 

see many birds around the globe and saw almost all of 

the 6,874 species working for McCormick.  McCormick 

sent him to many exotic (and birdy) locations, including 

trips looking for vanilla in Madagascar, cinnamon from 

Sumatra, saffron from Spain, and nutmeg from Grenada. 

One common thread will be the birding done with his 

brother Peter, whose job at the State Department re-

sulted in his living all over the world and how Hank al-

ways found a way to meet his brother to go birding to-

gether! Peter is currently the worldõs third-ranked 

birder (8,059 lifers at last count).  The audience for this 

epic journey of birding and spices will hear and see a lot 

about rare and exotic birds and learn a bit about spices 

around the world.  His field workñ187 trips to 127 coun-

tries, and countingñhas added flavor to billions of meals 

and filled his Clements Birds of the World checklist with 

thousands of rare species.  Lately, it also has allowed him to 

create new livelihoods for farmers in developing countries, 

and to preserve wildlife habitat. While Hank Kaestner 

learned field marks at a prodigious pace, he also became an 

all-American lacrosse star at Johns Hopkins University.   

After graduation he planned to study ornithology at Cornell 

but instead went with McCormick in their procurement 

division that allowed him to become a Man for All Season-

ings.  Hank is working with local farmers in Sumatra and 

Central America for eco-sustainable practices, including 

reviving vanilla cultivation by Maya growers in Guatemala, 

only in shade-grown plantations that will preserve habitat 

for neotropical birds. 

Friday, February 6, 2009, 8 pm , Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center 

Ducks Unlimited: How DU Works for the Conservation of Waterfowl Nationally and in 

Maryland, By Steve Linhard, Former DU Chairman, Annapolis Chapter and Greater Anne Arundel County Area   

Steve Linhard, an avid sportsman, conservationist, and 

active volunteer with Ducks Unlimited (DU), will       

describe DUõs national and Chesapeake Bay campaign to 

conserve, restore, and manage wetlands and associated 

habitats for North America's waterfowl. DU was started 

in 1937 by sportsmen concerned with the loss of wet-

lands as waterfowl populations had plunged to unprece-

dented lows. DU is now backed by more than one    

million supporters with conservation projects through-

out the United States, Canada, Mexico, and in Latin 

America and the Caribbean.  DU is the worldõs largest 

and most effective private waterfowl and wetlands con-

servation organization and has conserved more than 

11.6 million acres of waterfowl habitat in North     

America.  Steve will detail how DU works closely with 

biologists and ecologists to evaluate habitat needs; moni-

tor how birds respond to various environmental 

changes; restore, protect, and purchase wetlands; and 

educate  landowners  to foster  bird conservation.  Steve  

                                                                                    

will focus on DUõs efforts through the Chesapeake Bay  

Ecosystem Initiative to fulfill the annual life cycle needs of    

waterfowl by restoring, enhancing, protecting and managing 

wetland and associated uplands while improving the water 

quality of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  DU has con-

served more than 53,000 acres of habitat in the Chesapeake 

Bay ecosystem already, positively affecting  waterfowl, other 

birds and other wildlife, and improving the quality of life for 

people.  Since the Bay region lost half of the wetlands and 

half of its riparian base, steep declines in water quality and 

bay grasses occurred with a 70ð80 percent decline in     

waterfowl production. Steve Linhard lives in Annapolis and 

serves as Treasurer for the Maryland Legislative Sports-

menõs Foundation and the Maryland League of Conservation 

Voters.  He also served on the Severn River  Commission, 

Annapolis Environmental Commission and was on the 

Board of the Chesapeake Wildlife Heritage.  He previously 

worked for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wetlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wetlands
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  UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

FIELD TRIP MEETING PLACES  

We use three meeting places, depending on the  

destination. 

For trips going north , we meet at the Severna Park  

Park & Ride located on the corner of Jones Station Road 

and Ritchie Hwy.  (SP)   

For trips going east , we meet at the Bay 50 Shopping 

Center located off Rte. 50 on Whitehall Road.  (B-50) 

For trips going west or south , we meet at the Parole 

Park & Ride located on Harry Truman Pkwy, between Riva 

Road and South Haven Road.  (P) 

Join a field trip to 

brighten your day! 

Thank you to our 2008 -2009 Monthly Meeting refreshment volunteers :  
 

October 3 ñ Sharon Bradford and Kim Hudyma (belated thank you) 

 

November 7 ñ Marilyn Taylor (410-923-0069) and Janet Mackey (410-923-3283) 

 

December 5 ñ Danalee Henkart (410-849-5343) and Peter Hanan (301-912-3805) 

 

January 2 ñ David and Deb Gillum (410-222-4023) 

 

February 6 ñ Larry Zoller (410-987-9354) and George Thomas (410-647-5082)   

November 15  Delaware Mystery Tour  

Saturday, All Day Lewes, DE resident and AABC member Wafi Gainey will lead us on this  

7 AM (B-50)   all day trip to her favorite spots, ending up at her house for refreshments. 

Bring lunch                 Contact:  Bobbi Reichwein (410-798-5940) 

 

November 22   Blackwater NWR, Dorchester County  

Saturday,  All Day        This Eastern Shore refuge serves as an important resting and feeding area for  

8 AM (B-50)  migrating and wintering waterfowl in the Atlantic Flyway.    

Bring lunch  Leader:  Bobby Reichwein (410-798-5940) 

 

December 7   Sandy Point State Park & Vicinity  

Sunday, Half Day For details and to sign up, contact the Trip Leader,  Hal Wierenga (410-647-7439). 

(B-50) 
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Presidentõs Message by Pierre Henkart  

  UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS (Continued)  

January 4, 2009 Annapolis/Gibson Island Christmas Bird Count  

Sunday,  All Day Help count the birds and start your 2009 list.  This count is only as successful as the 

   number of birders that participate.  See p. 7 for details and contact information. 

   

January 18  Annapolis Neck and Thomas Point, A.A. County  

Sunday, Noon  A traditional winter social event not to be missed.  Leader and host Gerald      

Bay Ridge Shopping Winegrad (410-280-8956) will first take us to view geese, swans, and many duck 

Center parking lot, species that can be found in the Bay and inlets around Thomas Point and Annapolis 

across from Quiet  Neck.  Then he will take us to his home for a hot soup social.    RSVP to Gerald  

Waters Park   by Wednesday, January 14 , if you plan to stay for soup.  Carpooling is essential.  
    

February 8   Annual MOS Mid -Winter Bird Count  

Sunday, All Day This count is only as successful as the number of birders that participate.  Bird all 

   day, for just a few hours, or just feeder watch at your house to help collect data on 

   how birds are doing in our region.  If you are able to count, contact the compiler, 

   David Gillum, by phone (410-266-8775) or email (dagmapper@comcast.net) so   

   that he can ensure people are not counting in the same areas. 

 

February 14 -16 òTraditionaló Annual Winter Birding Weekend 

Sat. ð Mon.  Chincoteague, Ocean City, and other Eastern Shore locations depending on the 

7AM (B-50)  birds.  For details and to sign up, contact the Trip Leader, Peter Hanan              

   (410-672-5672)  by Tuesday, February 10 .     

Next Generation of Birders 
 

Hopefully, AABC members have been enjoying the 

fall migration, which is very much in full swing as this 

is being written.  It's great to get outside and enjoy 

these Indian summer days sorting out fall plumages 

with fellow birders. 

 

Those of you who were at the October meeting 

heard that the MOS Education Committee has   

challenged the county chapters to stimulate birding 

interest in the younger generation by giving each 

chapter a òyouth birding backpackó consisting of a 

backpack, decent birding binoculars, and field guide.  

Each chapter is to develop a program to award this 

backpack to a budding young birder who is a local 

junior/senior high school student.  It is left to individ-

ual chapters to work out how this is done, but the 

plan is that this will be an annual event.  The MOS 

Education Committee deserves great credit for this 

new initiative, and it is very much in our own      

interests to do our part. 

 

The AABC has made efforts in the past to try to encourage 

birding interest in the next generation, but while individuals 

have met with some success, the Club does not presently have 

an organized effort in this area.  In thinking about this new 

challenge, it seems to me that we have a number of resources 

that can be put to good use in this effort.  Thanks to Dan Haas 

we have our own web site that can be an important means for 

spreading the word about this program.   The younger genera-

tion is way ahead of the AABC in adopting the web as a major 

means of communication, and we can easily devote a section 

of our website to this project.  A second resource we have is 

the countyõs strong outdoor education program based at    

Arlington Echo.  Our membership includes a number of teach-

ers and retired teachers who have been involved in nature 

education.  Their contacts and Arlington Echoõs communica-

tion network with current teachers will be vital in spreading 

the word about this new program.  I am asking AABC      

members who are interested in getting involved in this impor-

tant new initiative to contact me at 410-849-5343, or by email 

at henkartp@hotmail.com, so that we can form a group to 

work out the specifics of a plan to meet this challenge. 
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PAST FIELD TRIPS  

Can you see the Least Bittern (left)?      

After some effort trying to locate the    

Bittern, one of our new members, Vijay 

Kulkarni, was quite impressed with the 

camouflage.  The Least Bittern was one of 

44 species seen on the September 13 

Patuxent River Park Boat Trip .    

George Thomas and Larry Zoller led us 

to the Park where 12 Club members and 

others enjoyed the river cruise provided 

by Jug Bay naturalist Greg Kearns.  Greg spent extra time with us hunting down 

the elusive Sora Rails.  We had several good looks plus many peek-a-boo sight-

ings among the abundant wild rice.  To name a few other species, in flight we 

saw Wood Ducks, Greenð and Blue-winged Teals, Northern Harriers, and an 

American Kestrel.  The blue sky and new boat added to a pleasurable morning of 

river birding.                                                               (Submitted by Danalee Henkart)                                                                                                                                                          

  Henkart 

 Henkart 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The August 9  trip to several Delaware Bay areas  

was blessed with sunny skies and  temperatures in the 

80's.  The eight participants first visited the Woodland 

Beach WMA where we saw the best bird of the tripñ

a Red-necked  Phalarope.  Then we headed north a bit 

to the education center, walked the boardwalk, and 

found Swamp Sparrows, Marsh Wrens, and swal-

lows.  We spent most of our time at Bombay Hook 

NWR.  There was water in the pools and birds in the 

pools, but the number of birds was much lower than 

previous years.  We may have been between 

fronts.  We managed to locate Black-crowned Night Herons 

in their usual roost, even though the number of trees at that 

location is getting fewer every year.  We had our bag 

lunches in the shade at Finis Pool.  Our next stop was at 

Port Mahon, where we saw a lot of Ruddy Turnstones and 

Sanderlings, as well as gulls and a few terns.  Our last stop of 

the day was at Ted Harvey which was a big  disappointment 

as there were very few birds in the marsh or on the 

shore.  We ended the trip at 3 pm and headed home.  We 

managed to get a list of 60 species for the trip, mainly water 

and shore birds.                                      (Submitted by Dotty Mumford) 

On August 23 , Hal and Lynn Wierenga led 13 of us in 

search of butterflies and birds.  We spent the morning 

at the Choptank River Fishing Pier Park in Tal-

bot County  and although it wasn't as butterfly-y as 

last year, we managed around 25 species, including 

great looks at American Snouts, which are very well 

named.   After a nice lunch at the Greek restaurant in 

Cambridge we headed into Dorchester County and 

the Higgins Mill Pond for shorebirds, including Pectoral, Stilt, 

and Solitary Sandpipers.  When we weren't looking at but-

terflies we picked up 66 bird species, including Yellow-billed 

Cuckoos and a very cooperative group of Wild Turkeys  

sitting on a fence watching us while we were watching them.  

Other interesting animals were observed, such as dragonflies 

and damselflies and a Velvet Ant and a Crab Spider that was 

hanging out on Lynn.                                (Submitted by Tom Bradford) 

                                      

                                         CONGRATULATIONS to Sue Ricciardi                                       

Sue was one of 12 volunteers recently honored with the annual Recreation and Parks Departmentõs    

Ron Blake Award for her 13 years of compiling the volunteer hawk watch at Fort Smallwood Park, 

serving as a member of the Master Planning Committee for the Ft. Smallwood and Harry and Jeanette 

Weinberg Parks, and for her 23 years of volunteer work at the Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary.  A most 

deserving honor to a tireless and active member of the AABC.    
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PAST FIELD TRIPS (Continued)  

 

The Annual MOS Fall Bird Count  was held on 

September 20-21, 2008.  The Anne Arundel Bird 

Club participated on Saturday, the 20th, with 

Dotty Mumford, Stacie Itzaina, David Gillum, and 

Tom and Sharon Bradford covering Jug Bay, Back 

Creek, Smithsonian Environmental Research     

Center, and Kinder Farm Park.  With 21.5 hours 

of observation, we tallied 74 species and 1,595      

individual birds.                        (Submitted by Dave Gillum) 

 

The Big Sit at Kinder Farm Park  was held on 

October 12, 2008.  Nine birders found 41 species 

(a new low for the Kinder Farm Park circle) on an 

absolutely beautiful day.  Most of the usual custom-

ers showed up or flew over.  The best bird of the 

day was judged to be the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 

which hung out with us for a while.  It was a new 

species for the count.  George Thomas, Dick      

Adams, Nick Nickolson and Tom & Sharon Brad-

ford showed up at 6 am and managed to tally an 

Eastern Screech-Owl. Linda Baker, Dotty        

Mumford, Peter Osenton, and Janis O'Neal showed 

up after daybreak and helped count for the remain-

der of the day. After seven years at Kinder, we are 

planning to move the Big Sit circle to Fort 

Smallwood next year.               (Submitted by Tom Bradford) 

The Anne Arundel Bird Club extends its deepest sympathy to the family of 

Gladys Lambert.  Gladys, 80, passed away peacefully on  October 15, 2008 

from the complications of lymphoma.  She will be sorely missed by her 

many friends in the Club. 

Remembering Gladys Lambert by Bobbi Reichwein 

The first time I remember meeting Gladys was at Huntley Meadows.  Kathie and husband Brian were 

on the Club trip as well.  I was a relatively new birder and the Lamberts/Bowie òtook me in.ó  Thatõs 

the way they are, and Gladys was the center of the family.  She loved birding, and we spent many 

hours together at  Chincoteague, in The Soo where she was The Lady in Blue, and in Alaska.  I will 

never forget that tripñGladys and I were roommates because both of us are not morning people.  It 

turned out to be a good match.  Recently, Gladys, Kathie and I went to find the elusive Northern   

Saw-whet Owl.  Gladys was always a willing participantñshe had a love of life and nature and was 

ready to go, even with aches and pains.  She also loved flowers and spent a lot of time photographing 

wild flowers in Maryland and also in Alaska.  She did a slide show of her Maryland photos for The Per-

ennial Garden Club of which she was a member.  Gladys also was artistic and designed the winning 

entry for the MOS pin contest some years back.  She was always doing something new, and her en-

thusiasm was contagious.  She was honest, to the point, and willing to give advice when consulted.  

She was a good friend, mother and grandmother, and although we will miss her, we will never forget 

her. 

 

Although itõs difficult today to see beyond the sorrow, 
May looking back in memory help comfort you tomorrow. 
                                                                ñauthor unknown 


