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MONTHLY MEETINGS  

Friday, November 6, 2009, 8 pm       Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center  

                                                                 975 Indian Landing Road, Millersville, MD  

SIXTY YEARS FINDING AND STUDYING BIRDS:  MY LIFE AS A NATURALIST  

by Don Messersmith, Master Birder, Naturalist, and Professor Emeritus (Ret.),     

University of Maryland  

Donõs slide presentation will cover his 65 years 

of birding on every continent and in 117     
countries, amassing a life list of 3,907 species, 
including 604 North American species.  He  

began keeping records in 1946 after three years 
of birding as a Boy Scout. You will be treated to 
an amazing birding travelogue covering unique 

birds from all over the earth, including Australia 
(8 trips, 589 species); China, where he led the 
first American birding tour and now has led 14 

trips and recorded 83 species; and to such   
exotic spots as Tonga, Iceland, Greenland, 
Yugoslavia, Greece, Egypt, Kenya, Israel, Papua 
New Guinea, Malaysia, the Seychelles, and   

Antarctica.  Don has degrees from the University 

of Toledo, University of Michigan and a PhD in 
Entomology from Virginia Polytechnic Institute.  
He has taught ornithology and other ecology 

courses for more than 48 years.  In his spare 
time, he organized and has led worldwide nature 
tours for 57 years.  Don and wife Sherry organ-

ized and sent tour groups to every continent 
except Antarctica for more than 20 years.  Don 
has won numerous awards for his teaching and 

conservation accomplishments.  He is a Fellow of 
the Explorerõs Club and the Historian for the 
Maryland Ornithological Society.   

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday, December 4, 2009, 8 p.m.       Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center  

 

RECOVERY OF THE ENDANGERED DELMARVA FOX SQUIRREL  

by Glenn Therres, Maryland Department of Natural Resource Associate Director, 

Wildlife and Heritage Service  

Glenn Therres will examine the world of the endangered Delmarva fox squirrel.  He is an expert on 

this Maryland-centered animal and assumed responsibilities for the Maryland Delmarva fox squirrel 
recovery program in 1986.  The Delmarva fox squirrel was one of the first species listed by the   
federal government as endangered in the late 1960s.  It historically occurred throughout the        

Delmarva Peninsula and into southeastern Pennsylvania, but its range had contracted to only three 
counties on Maryland's Eastern Shore and Eastern Neck Island at the time of its listing.  Through the 
collaborative efforts of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR), U.S. Fish and Wildife 

Service, and others the Delmarva fox squirrel population is increasing and expanding within its     
historic range.  This has been accomplished through reintroductions and habitat conservation over 
the past 40 years.  This endangered species is now on the brink of recovery. Glenn Therres has been 

employed as a wildlife biologist with the Maryland DNR for over 25 years.   Prior to working with 
DNR, he received a B.S. degree in zoology from the University of Maryland and a Master's degree in 
Wildlife Management from Penn State University. Glenn is currently the supervisor of the entire 
DNR endangered species program. 

Thank you to our Refreshment Volunteers 
November ñ Kim Hudyma, Ron Ketter and Janet Mackey 

December ñ Peter Bungay and Danalee Henkart 
January ñ Barbara Ricciardi and Lynn Kenny     Delmarva Fox Squirrel 



              UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS AND BIRD COUNTS 

FIELD TRIP MEETING PLACES  

We use three meeting places, depending on the  

destination. 

For trips going north , we meet at the Severna Park  

Park & Ride located on the corner of Jones Station Road 

and Ritchie Hwy.  (SP)   

For trips going east , we meet at the Bay 50 Shopping 

Center located off Rte. 50 on Whitehall Road.  (B-50) 

For trips going west or south , we meet at the Parole 

Park & Ride located on Harry Truman Pkwy, between Riva 

Road and South Haven Road.  (P) 
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Times indicated are departure times; please donõt be late! ñ (L) Bring a lunch ñ (*) Pre -registration required  

MONTHLY MEETINGS (Continued)  

AABC member Doug Forsell will explore Howland, Baker, 

Jarvis Islands, Johnston Atoll, and Rose Atoll with us.  
These are our most remote National Wildlife Refuges lying 
within 100 miles of the equator in the Central Pacific 

Ocean generally south of the Hawaiian Islands, but       
separated by more than 1,100 miles of uninterrupted 
ocean.  Doug will examine the many species of birds on 

these islands, including Masked, Brown, and Red-footed 
Boobies, Greater and Lesser Frigatebirds, six species of 
terns, and Audubon's and Wedge-tailed Shearwaters.  He 

also will talk about the marine life, including green sea  
turtles, giant clams, and many fish, shark, and ray species.  
Doug first went to Howland, Baker, and Jarvis Islands in 

Friday, January 8, 2010, 8 p.m., Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center          

 

EXPLORING THE WILDLIFE AND HISTORY OF FIVE REMOTE TROPICAL ISLAND REFUGES  

by Doug Forsell, Avian Specialist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service   

1977, and his last trip was in 2002.  He was refuge manager of the 

five refuges for four years in the 1980õs and is especially interested in 
the  population changes of the two million nesting seabirds since the 
1920's and their recovery since cats and rats were removed from the 

islands in the 1960's and 1980's.  His presentation will cover the  
islandsõ colorful history from guano wars, to their strategic role in 
WWII, and biological and chemical warfare testing in the 1960õs.  

Throughout the past 150 years a couple of million seabirds have 
managed to survive many hazards from man, including guano mining, 
rats, cats, invasive plants, and contaminants.  Doug has studied migra-

tory birds for over 35 years and received his Masterõs degree in 
Wildlife Management from California State University-Humboldt.  He 
has worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 33 years.   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW FOR OUR FEBRUARY 2010 SPEAKER  

Friday, February 5, 2010, 8 p.m.  I MPORTANT BIRD AREAS IN MARYLAND -DC:  PRIORITIZING SITES 

FOR CONSERVATION by Dr. David Curson, National Audubon Societyõs Audubon Maryland-DC Director of 

Bird Conservation.   

November 14  Jug Bay Wetlands  Sanctuary,  Anne Arundel County  

Sat. 8:00 AM   Lots of possibilities, including waterfowl and eagles  

(P) ½ Day   Leader:  Dotty Mumford (410 -849-8336) 

 

November 21  Youth Birding Trip  

Sat. 7:00 AM   YMOS birding team lead youth on Eastern Shore  

(B-50) (L)   Contact:  David Gillum (410 -266-8775) if you know young birders that may be                     

   interested.  
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November 22   Blackwater NWR, Dorchester County  

Sun. 8:00 AM  Waterfowl and eagles  
(B-50) (L)   Leader:  Bobbi Reichwein (410 -798-5940)  
 

December 5   Sandy Point State Park & Vicinity  
Sat.  8:00 AM   Shorebirds, wintering waterfowl, and local birds  
(B-50) ½ Day   Leader:  Hal Wierenga (410 -647-7439) $3/car State Park fee.  

 
December 12   Eastern Neck NWR, Kent County  
Sat. 7:00 AM   Wintering waterfowl and other land birds  

(B-50) (L)   Leader:  Tom Bradford (410 -987-0674) 
 
December 20   Jug Bay Annual Christmas Bird Count  
Sunday   Call 410-741-9330 for details and to participate  

    
January 3  Annual Christmas Bird Count,  A.A. County  
Sunday   Coordinators:  Sue Ricciardi (410 -647-9513) 

                            Lynn Davidson and Hal Wierenga (410 -647-7439) 
 
January 17  Annapolis Neck and Thomas Point, A.A. County waterfowl & Soup Social  

Sun. Noon   Leader/Host:  Gerald Winegrad (410 -280-8956); registration required by January 14  
(At location) (*)  Meet at Bay Ridge Shopping Center, across from Quiet Waters Park  
     

January 23  Where the Gulls Are  
Sat. 8:00 AM   Local hotspots for common and rare gulls; location(s) chosen at time of trip  
(SP) ½ day  Leader: Sue Ricciardi (410 -647-9513) 

 
February 7   Annual MOS Mid -Winter Bird Count  
Sunday   Compiler and contact:  David Gillum (410 -266-8775) 

 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS AND BIRD COUNTS (Continued)  

PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE by Pat Tate  

Migration seems to be well underway and everyone has      

enjoyed seeing some new birds come through our yards and 
favorite birding spots.  Some are staying for the winter and 
some we are lucky enough to see as they pass on their way to 

points further south.  Regardless, itõs fun to see some old 
friends even if itõs only for a day or two. 
 

If you are interested in participating in an enjoyable Citizen 
Science project this winter, try Cornellõs Project FeederWatch 
(www.feederwatch.org).  It begins this year on Saturday,     

November 14 and runs until April 2, 2010.  You watch for two 
days in a row once a week (on-line reporting) or every other 
week (snail mail reporting) and keep track of the maximum 
number of birds in the vicinity of your feeders.  The Cornell 

Laboratory of Ornithology keeps the data and uses it for     
research.  Since 1987 over 40,000 people have participated 
(117,000 checklists were submitted last season).  Itõs a fun   

challenge and inexpensive ($15 fee/$12 fee for Lab members).  

Juanita and I have participated for ten years now; we even had a 
Dickcissel one year. 
 

We had our best year yet for the Big Sit, both in numbers of 
participants and numbers of birds seen (see summary on page 6).  
Upcoming trips to Jug Bay, Blackwater, Eastern Shore, Sandy 

Point, Eastern Neck and Thomas Point also should provide   
opportunities to enjoy the fall and winter.  Our Annapolis-
Gibson Island Christmas Count will be on January 3, 2010.    

Everyone is welcome.  Itõs a great way to learn about the birds, 
flora, and fauna. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at our meetings and on 

our trips.  We have no strangersðjust friends we havenõt met 
yet.   Happy Birding to all!    

                                              Pat    

http://www.feederwatch.org/
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PAST FIELD TRIPS  

The second field trip of the season took place on August 12, 

2009 at Swan Creek .  One of the premier birders in our 
area, Stan Arnold, led this trip, although only one AABC  
member attended.  Two Baltimore Club members were     

present and another birder joined the trip half-way through.  
Swan Creek has been the site of many extraordinary bird 
sightings.  The best we could do for the day was an immature 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron. We totaled 47 species for the     
morning, including many Little Blue Herons in white, blue and 
calico plumage.  (Submitted by David Gillum) 

On August 22, 2009  AABC members were supposed to travel 

to the park adjacent to the Choptank River Fishing Pier in search 
of butterflies.  Due to inclement weather on the Eastern Shore, 
the trip location changed to Greenbury Point  in the morning 

and Jug Bay in the afternoon.  Our group of seven found 27 
butterfly species in about six hours on a cloudy but warm (which 
is good for butterflies) day.  Trip leaders Hal Wierenga and Lynn 

Davidson were joined by Dotty Mumford, Dave Gillum, Cynthia 
Bravo, Barbara Ricciardi, and Chris Murray.  Among the high-
lights were 36 Tiger Swallowtails, 4 Black Swallowtails, 24    

Monarchs, 4 Viceroys, 1 Gray Hairstreak, 16 Red-spotted     
Purples, 1 Great Spangled Fritillary, and 9 species of Skippers.  
(Submitted by Hal Wierenga and Lynn Davidson) 

The October 2 -4, 2009 trip to the Eastern Shore was very nice, but few small migrants were seen.  We needed a nice cold 

front to push things down the coast.  Our annual trip was probably a week too early for small migrants.  The folks on the trip 
worked hard to find birds from Chincoteague to the Eastern Shore Wildlife Refuge.  Some of the best birds included a Gull-billed 
Tern and Lark Sparrow at Chincoteague.  We had a nice group of Screech Owls calling at one location, and lots of shore birds at 

another location, including Golden Plover and 15 other shore bird species.  The hawk flight was good at the Kiptopeke banding  
station, but the banders at the passerine station were happy to talk to anyone since they only had 4 birds in the nets one day; they  
were on a first name basis with some since they had banded them before.  Lloyd Lewis said about the trip, "Hi, allñhad a good time 

and enjoyed the tripñwas really laid back for a typical "maniac" birding trip!"  Some of the group opted for a B&B (Sea Gate, Cape 
Charles, VA) instead of the Kiptopeke Inn (old delisted "Quality" Inn) and the old Best Western Sunset Beach, also delisted.  The 
breakfasts were very nice on the screened porch at the B&B!  We also picked up some nice shore birds on the fishing pier at Cape 

Charles with 5 sleepy Purple Sandpipers.  We can recommend for a group of 15 folks the Cobb Island Lighthouse Station after we 
took a tour, which would be a reasonably priced place to stay (winter weekend?).  The other new accommodation choice is called 
Shore Stay Suites near Sting-Ray's.  Sting-Ray's is the very nice restaurant/gas station call "Chez Exxon" by the birding community.  
The folks on the trip were Cynthia Bravo, Barbara Hanan, Bobbi Reichwein, Lloyd Lewis, Barbara Ricciardi, and the laid back leader, 

Peter Hanan.  We only had 3 individual sparrows and 3 individual warblers, but they were 3 species of each, so we could add 6 birds 
to our list.  We did well, with 92 total species, the Brown-headed Cowbird being the last bird of the trip.  Time also was made for 
Marsh Mud at the Island Creamery in Chincoteague.  Birding and laid back, all on one trip!  (Submitted by Peter Hanan) 

On October 10, 2009  15 birders, including trip leader Gene Scarpulla, went to Hart -Miller Island  in Baltimore County via MES 

boat and saw 69 species of birds.  Fifteen species of shorebirds and 14 species of waterfowl were seen.  We saw 3 adult Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls, 130 Caspian Terns, 63 Gadwalls, 59 American Wigeon, 31 Northern Shovelers, 58 Pied-billed Grebes 
(including at least 6 downy young), 3 Bald Eagles, 3 Merlins, 2 Peregrine Falcons, 33 Black-bellied Plovers, an American Avocet, 3 

Pectoral Sandpipers, and 6 Stilt Sandpipers.  We also saw a Red Fox, Eastern Garter Snake and a Black Rat Snake.  Butterflies 
sighted were Cabbage White, Orange Sulphur, Pearl Crescent, Common Buckeye, and 84 Monarchs along with 5 species of moth, 
2 species of dragonflies (Common Green Darner and Black Saddlebags), 2 species of damselflies (Familiar Bluet and Rambur's Fork-

tail), and 2 species of beetles (Multicolored Asian Lady Beetle and Spotted Cucumber Beetle).  The group learned much about the 
dredge material placement process and island restoration of the 1,300 acres that will now be Hart-Miller Island.                  
(Submitted by Gerald Winegrad)  

The trip to Bombay Hook  on August 8, 2009  had eight participants.  The weather was sunny with a light breeze and tempera-

tures in the 80's.  On our way over we made a stop at the John Brown sod farm.  There was a good sized puddle in one field that 
had Lesser Yellowlegs, Least Sandpipers and Killdeer.  Horned Larks and Barn Swallows were flying around, and in the grassy fields 
there were 60+ more Killdeer.  We got to Bombay Hook by 9 am and drove the wildlife drive.  Most of the pools had water in 

them, some parts too deep for shorebirds.  We were delighted to see several hundred American Avocets.  Their numbers seem to 
be growing every year.  It also was interesting to identify juvenile Black-necked Stilts.  There were a good number of shorebirds 
presentñmostly dowitchers, yellowlegs and Semipalmated Sandpipers.  We had the usual number of egrets and herons, including 

one Tricolored Heron.  The few ducks we found were in eclipse plumage so it was fun guessing their ID.  There were a number of 
Forster's Terns and a few Caspian Terns.  Laughing Gulls also were present.  We ate our lunch in the shade at Finis Pool where we 
picked up a few woodland birds.  After lunch we headed north to the Woodland Beach wildlife area where we found a big mud flat 

with lots of shorebirdsñagain, mostly dowitchers, yellowlegs and Semipalmated Sandpipers.  We then headed south to Port 
Mahon where we had a good sized group of Ruddy Turnstones and Sanderlings feeding on the shingle near the road, a number of 
Royal Terns on pilings, and lots of Great Black-backed Gulls.  Our last stop was at Ted Harvey where we walked to the bay 
beach.  There were more shorebirds, but we only added Spotted Sandpiper to the list.  Our list for the trip totaled 75 species.  
(Submitted by Dotty Mumford) 
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  Gray Jay  

Great Gray Owl 

Should our AABC funds continue to dwindle, we may need to 

consider the no-frills approach, too.   
 
Below and left are two great ògrayó Maine bird photos from Al.  

In the winter of 2007, this Great Gray Owl showed up in a field 

next to a farmerõs house located two hours north of Waterville. 
It attracted a lot of attention, including some unwanted harass-
ment.  There was heavy snow cover and not many prey critters 

to feed on.  After seven or so days, the farmer found the owl 
dead.  An autopsy revealed an emaciated first year bird. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BIRDING IN MAINE (Notes and photos from long-time 

AABC member Al Haury, who retired to Waterville, Maine, 
but enjoys keeping his AABC membership and staying in touch 
with his many friends in Anne Arundel County.) 

  Alõs local club, the Augusta Bird Club, is a no-frills, no dues, 
no officers club that meets once a month from October or 
November through May.  They have an email list of members, 

which is how they get the word out.  They also have a simple 
web site (www.augustabirds.org) that lists field trips, meeting 
dates and some other information. 

In June 

2008, the 
Augusta 
Bird Club 

group 
found two 
Gray Jay 

families 
hawking 
dragonflies 

in a wet-
land area 
near 
Rangley, 

ME. 

 

On September 12, 2009, 26 Club members enjoyed the fall potluck picnic, hosted by 

Linda and Jerry Smith.  Above left chefs Jerry Smith and Pat Tate grill the burgers and hot 

dogs.  Above right (l-r) Dotty Mumford, Peter Hanan, Linda Baker, and George Thomas 

enjoy good food and good company.  And, the good weather brought in Ruby-throated  

Hummingbirds to Lindaõs abundant Black and Blue Salvia.  

                            FALL POTLUCK PICNIC  

(Above Photos by Juanita Tate) 


