
 

February 1, Friday, 8 pm  

Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center  

975 Indian Landing Road,  Millersville, MD 21108  

ARE BIRD POPULATIONS DECLINING?  THE LATEST RESULTS  

FROM THE  NORTH AMERICAN BREEDING BIRD SURVEY (BBS) 

By John R. Sauer, Wildlife Biologist, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center 
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UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETINGS  

Ever wonder what happens to the Breeding 

Bird Survey data the Bird Club collects?  

John Sauer will tell us exactly how this infor-

mation, collected for 41 years from all over 

the continent, is used to estimate population 

changes of N. American Birds.  John will de-

tail population trends for most all of our 

favorite birdsñfrom Cerulean Warblers to 

Carolina Wrens, Baltimore Orioles, Blue-

birds, Barn Owls, and Ruddy Turnstones.  

John is the primary analyst of the BBS and 

is an expert in survey design and analysis 

issues.  The BBS is the primary source of 

geographic information used for associat-

ing bird population change with everything 

from pesticide use to hurricane frequency.  

In his talk, John will describe the status of 

American birds using this BBS data and will 

show some of the major patterns of popu-

lation change for groups of species.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

Bird books didnõt begin with the work of 

John James Audubon. This presentation will 

introduce you to some beautiful, fascinating, 

and occasionally wildly inaccurate bird illus-

trations and descriptions published from 

the 1500s to the 1800s. Youõll learn about 

early versions of ornithological classification 

and nomenclature (got any Virginia Nightin-

gales at your feeder?), find out whether 

Mockingbirds taste better or worse than 

House Sparrows, and discover amazing me-

dicinal uses for Hummingbirds, Hoatzins, 

and remarkable artwork that show how the 

science of natural history has evolved over 

the centuries.  Janet is a member of the 

Montgomery County Bird Club, she helps 

produce Maryland Birdlife, and is co-

compiler of the Sugarloaf Christmas Bird 

Count.  She has been birding since child-

hood when she used a book of Audubon 

prints to identify species in her backyard 

and has collected antiquarian bird books 

and art for 30 years. The earliest items in 

her collection date from the 1500s. 

 

March 6, Thursday, 8 pm  

Richard E. Heisse, Jr. Annual Wildlife Lecture  

Quiet Waters Park, Blue Heron Room, Hillsmere, Annapolis 

 

EXTRAORDINARY SPEAKER TO BE ANNOUNCED 

April 4, Friday, 8 pm  

Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center 

THE BIRD WORLD THREE CENTURIES BEFORE AUDUBON 

By Janet Millenson, Past President of MOS  

_________________________________________________________________________________



 

 
March 8, Saturday, Pickering Creek Audubon Center,  
Talbot County  for waterfowl and late winter migrants.   
Depart 7 am, B -50, for all-day trip.  Bring lunch.  Leader:  

Tom Bradford (410-987-0674).   
 

Note:  Wootenõs Landing rescheduled  

from March 23 to:  
March 30, Sunday, Wootenõs Landing, AA County.   
Woodcocks!  Breakfast at Bobbi Reichweinõs.  Depart  

5:00 am, P, for this half-day trip.   
Leader:  Kathie Lambert (410-867-4056).   
 

April 12, Saturday, Little Patuxent Oxbow Lake Pre-
serve, Laurel, MD , with Marcy Stutzman.   
Depart 7:30 am, P , for half-day trip, with full-day option.   

Leader:  Tom Bradford (410-987-0674).  (Rain date April 13) 
 
April 19, Saturday, Pocomoke River Canoe Trip for 

early spring migrants (Prothonotary Warblers guaranteed).  
Depart 7 am, B -50 for all-day trip.  Bring lunch.   
Leader:  Larry Zoller (410-987-9354).  Call Larry for details.  

 
April 27, Sunday, Cherry Hill portion of Middle 
Branch Park, Baltimore , with Baltimore Bird Club, for 

Pheasants, Meadowlarks, Terns, and Swallow.   
Depart 8:30 am, P , for half-day trip.   
Leader:  Dave Walbeck (410-757-0112.         

  

February 5, Tuesday, Dottyõs Choice, AA County.   
Half-day.  Depart 8 AM .  Contact Dotty Mumford  

(410-849-8336)  for meeting location.   
 
February 16 -18, Saturday -Monday, Annual Birding 

Weekend . Destination to be determined depending on birds.  
Reservations required by February 10 .  Contact Leader, 
Peter Hanan (410-672-5672), for meeting place and time. 

 
February 23, Saturday, Edgewater area, AA County  for 
waterfowl and other beach birds.  Depart 7 AM, P, for  

half-day trip.  Leader: Fred Fallon (301-249-1518).   
 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS  
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FIELD TRIP MEETING PLACES  

We use three meeting places, depending on the  

destination. 

For trips going north , we meet at the Severna 

Park Park & Ride located on the corner of Jones  

Station Road and Ritchie Hwy.  (SP)   

For trips going east , we meet at the Bay 50  

Shopping Center located off Rte. 50 on Whitehall Rd.  

(B-50) 

For trips going west or south , we meet at the 

Parole Park & Ride located on Harry Truman Pkwy, 

between Riva Rd and South Haven Rd.  (P) 

MONTHLY MEETINGS (Continued)  

Glenn, a member of MOS since 1978, will discuss the 

newly developed Maryland Department of Natural Re-

sources (DNR) comprehensive wildlife conservation 

action plan for the State. The plan identifies 502 wildlife 

species of Greatest Conservation Need and 35 key 

wildlife habitats.  Included on the list of species of con-

cern are 141 species of birds, including Barn Owl, 

Great Blue Heron, King Rail, Northern Bobwhite, and  

Prairie Warbler.  Actions to conserve these species and key 

habitats are identified and partners are now needed to help 

implement the action plan.  As Associate Director of 

DNRõs Wildlife and Heritage Service, Glenn has supervised  

the conservation of the State's nongame wildlife and rare, 

threatened and endangered species.  Glenn relies on 25 

years of experience at DNR in working to conserve our 

native birds and other wildlife species. 

May 2, Friday, 8 pm  

Arlington Echo Outdoor Education Center 

MARYLANDóS ACTION PLAN FOR CONSERVING OUR WILDLIFE DIVERSITYñ 

FROM BARN OWLS TO KING RAILS 

By Glenn Therres, Maryland DNR Wildlife and Heritage Service 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Join a field trip to 

brighten your day! 

 

REMINDER :  January 27, Sunday, Annapolis Neck &  
Thomas Point, AA County .  Depart at noon . 
Contact Gerald Winegrad (410-280-8956), leader and host for 

hot soup social.  RSVP to Gerald by January 24 .  See  
November 2007 newsletter for more details. 
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Presidentõs Message by Pierre Henkart  

Posting changes on the website is easy and quick, and we 

need to get into the habit of checking information there 

before embarking on Club activities.   

 

Once Club members start looking at our website regu-

larly, we also can think about organizing special trips in 

response to birding opportunities that sometimes pop up 

and then disappear quickly.  Not everybody will be able 

to respond, but it would give the Club a new communica-

tion tool.  An example of such an opportunity came last 

summer when Dan Haas found a pair of nesting Peregrine 

Falcons with a fledgling on the Route 50 bridge over the 

Severn River.  From the water one could get reasonably 

close to the Falcons, as they had adapted to the regular 

boat traffic 70 feet below, so this was a really good local 

opportunity.  The Club was in its minimal summer mode, 

and only a handful of us got to see the birds before the 

State Highway Administrationõs bridge painting operation 

chased the birds away.  A website and email list would 

have allowed more Club members to appreciate these 

birds.  Hopefully, theyõll be back next year.  If so, weõll let 

you know on the website.  Incidentally, if you havenõt 

heard it already, get on your computer and check out 

two separate stories of rescues of the fledgling falcon on 

Danõs website (http://www.danhaas.com/peregrine/) and 

the Severn Riverkeeper webs i te  (h t tp : / /

www.severnriverkeeper.org/Peregrines.htm).  

 

Looking even further down the road, eventually the Club 

newsletter will be available electronically, which means a 

PDF file could be emailed for free to members that have 

the capability to print the newsletter.  This will be an op-

portunity for the Club to reduce newsletter hardcopy 

reproduction and mailing costs, which are significant.  

  

 

A somewhat late Happy New Year to all!  This time of 

year calls for looking to the future, and for the Club 

this is more than just resolutions.  Youõve probably no-

ticed that this newsletter looks different.  After Dotty 

Mumfordõs excellent editorship since the inception of 

the newsletter, she thought it was time for a change.  

Danalee Henkart volunteered to take over.  The new 

format uses Microsoft Publisher, which allows lots of 

flexibility in formatting and placing images and text.  

Danalee is still optimizing all these things, and she wel-

comes suggestions from Club members.  If anyone 

knows of  bird image sources that will reproduce in 

black-and-white and are not copyrighted, Danalee 

would like to add other sources to her newsletter 

photo file. 

 

The year 2008 also is the first year of operation of our 

website, www.aabirdclub.org, designed by Club mem-

ber, musician, and new father Dan Haas.  This site has 

great potential to help the Club.  If you havenõt already 

done so, check this site out.  Dan welcomes your input 

(see contact information on page 9).  Besides being a 

great way to inform the local community about our 

Club, the website gives us new flexibility in organizing 

Club activities because it is easy to change posted infor-

mation quickly, especially when events miss the quar-

terly newsletter or are revised on short notice.  Since 

field trips and the monthly evening programs are sched-

uled during the summer for the following year (the re-

sult of lots of effort by the chairpersons), changes are 

sometimes needed as the season progresses.  We have 

had one monthly meeting and two field trips change 

since September, and word-of-mouth and meeting an-

nouncements donõt always reach interested people.   


